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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


MEXICO TO BE SEAT OF LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMISTS ASSOCIATION 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 9 Aug 80 p 3-B 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, during an extraordinary meeting of the Latin 
American and Caribbean Economists Association, Mexico City was selected as the 
permanent seat of that organization. It was also agreed that the first con- 
gress will be held at the end of 1981 in Venezuela, with Colombia and Mexico 
as alternate sites. 

* 
The executive committee of the recently established organization will be made 
up as follows: presidency, Venezuela (Jose Miguel Uzategui); first vice 
presidency, Peru (Ricardo Riano); second vice presidency, Cuba (Laureano Leon); 
secretariat and permanent seat, Mexico (Manuel Aguilera Gomez); treasury, 
Colombia (Alonso Delgado). 


In a related development, the outgoing president of the World Association of 

Economics, Shigeto Tsuro, has said that two central problems of the economic 

world are of special consideration: the increasing gap between the standards 
of living of the poorest and richest countries in the world and inflation in 

the developing nations. 


With respect to the international imbalance he said: "We have been too aloof 
from this problem and although it was discussed during this congress, I do 
not feel that we did enough. From now on, we will have to concern ourselves 
more with this problem." 


The Japanese economist, who spoke during the closing session of the world 
congress of economists, expressed his satisfaction over the entry of four 
countries into the international community of the science of economics: 
China, Cuba, Peru and Venezuela. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


LAFTA REORGANIZED AS LATIN AMERICAN INTEGRATION ASSOCLATION 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 11 Aug 80 p 7 


{Text} Montevideo, 10 Aug--A meeting of LAFTA will begin tomorrow in this 
capital and will end next Tuesday with the signing of the new Montevideo 
treaty. 


Mexico will be represented by Commerce Secretary Jorge de la Vega, who, along 
with officials of the other 10 countries in the region, will sign the legal 
document establishing the Latin American Integration Association (LAIA), which 
will replace LAFTA, 


Once signed, the document will have to be ratified as quickly as possible by 
the legislative bodies of each of the ]1 member countries of the association, 
since it will become effective 30 days after three of its members have ratified 
it. 


Accordi:.. to the agreement reached at the 19th extraordinary meeting of LAFTA, 
which was held in Acapulco, Mexico, renegotiations will be initiated of all 
the concessions granted by LAFTA during the 2 decades of its operation, which 
are referred to as the association's "historical heritage." 


Renegotiations will begin with the nations of the Andean Group--Venezuela, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru and Colombia--then with all the countries which make 
up LAIA. 


The preserved "historical heritage" of LAFTA will be added to the reciprocal 
concessions which will be granted in the future within the framework of LAIA, 
in accordance with the new Montevideo treaty. 


In this regard, it is enough to recall that in the future there will be a 
different treaty for each country, based on its level of relative development. 
To this end, three categories of nations have been established: the first 
group will be made up of Bolivia, Paraguay and Ecuador; the second group 

of Colombia, Peru, Chile, Uruguay and Venezuela; and the third group of 
Mexico, Brazil and Argentina. 
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ARGENTINA 


EDLTORLALS REFLECT MEDLA SENTIMENT ON BOLIVIAN 
Development of Bolivian Situa' 

Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 20 Jul 80 p 8 

(Editorial: “The Situation in Bolivia") 


(Text) Exactly a week ago, in discussing the political situation in 

Bolivia, we expressed uncertainty about its development and the impossi- 
bility, in discussing it, of avoiding the prospects of an endless, constant 
crisis. Im this sense, then, last Thursday's coup d'etat must be considered, 
on the one hand, an epilogue to the process of institutionalization begun 

2 years earlier, and on the other, a new phase whose outcome is unpredict- 
able. 


Regarding the institutionalization process, it must be observed that che 
conditions under which it was launched and conducted by successive armed 
forces governments, beginning with Banzer in the last days of 1977 and 
ending with the second general elections in 1979 were, in addition, in a 
state of flux and even contradictory. First, Banzer envisaged the legal 
evolution of the regime on the basis preserving the status quo with himself, 
at the head, and backed by others who supported him in the coalition with 
the Nationalist Revolutionary Movement (MNR) and the Bolivian Socialist 
Falang (FSB), a coalition with which he ruled from 1971 to 1974. This 

plan did not prosper, and the Banzer government, harassed by a civilian 
uprising unleashed in December 1977 which began as a minor hunger strike 

by half a dozen miners’ wives ended by resigning itself to a real loosening 
of controls, with the lifting of political and union proscriptions. Nor 
did Banzer's candidacy for the constitutional presidency prosper, largely 
because of the opposition of the armed forces themselves, which were also 
reluctant, until the last moment, to give their support to the candidacy 

of general Pereda Asbun, 


However, when the status quo scheme was defeated in the July 1978 elections, 
which were annulled because of fraud, General Pereda was able to establish 
a de facto government, invoking Bolivia's “emerging reality." 





in Novenber 1978, the armed forces overthrew General Pereda and the ensuing 
government of Generai Padilla again took up the process of institutionaliza- 
tion, calling elections for July 1979. These only half-accomplished their 
purpose, resulting in the interim government of Dr Guevara Arze, which was 
overthrown on 1 November 1979 by Colonel Natusch Busch's coup. That coup 
was in curn defeated 2 weeks later, and institutional continuity wae 
reestablished with the interim government of Mrs. Gueiler. 


The armed forces, however, continued without letup to threaten to inter- 

rupt the process, which still had last June's elections ahead of it. While 

the pol cieal front did not manage throughout the entire period to artic- 

ulate a working position for taking over power, the constant ayMihastics of 

of civic mobilization made conditions increasingly difficult. -_ 


Thus the successive changes, from Banzer to Natusch, ended by sealing the 
fate of the process, from the point of view of the armed forces. They 
then declared that it "lacked viability," an argument which was obviously 
super-imposed on the uncertainties of the last election. 


The armed forces have finally closed off the process. It is up to them, 
from now on, to clear up the uncertainty concerning the destiny they them- 
selves want for Bolivia. 


Reasons Behind Coup Discussed 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 21 Jul 80 p 8 
(Editorial: "Coup d'Etat in Bolivia" 


[Text] A military rebellion which broke out in Trinidad, 1,000 km north- 
east of La Paz, has setzed power from the provisional president of Bolivia, 
Lidia Gueiler, and placed it in the hands of a military junta composed of 
representatives of the army, the air force and the navy, who named Gen 

Luis Garcia Meza president of the country. The coup began in the La Paz, 
Santa Cruz, Oruro and Cochabamba garrisons, the strongest in the country, 
while groups of "nationalist civilians" (probably soldiers out of uniform) 
took over, without any great effort, the Quemado Palace, seat of the 
govennment, giving the insurrection the appearance of having the support 

of the neople. The headquarters of the Bolivian Workers Central Organiza- 
tion (COB) was attacked and those leaders found inside were machinegunned, 
while there was fear for the fate of union leader Juan Lechin and of Marcelo 
Quiroga Santa Cruz, the leading figure of Bolivian socialism. At the same 
time it was rumored that Hernan Siles Suazo and Victor Paz Estenssoro, who 
received the greatest number of votes in the recent elections, were hiding 
"somewhere in the country” or were on their way to exile. The president, 
after presenting a dignified resignation, took refuge in the Nunciature. 


The first comment suggested by recent events in Bolivia does not concern so 
much the military coup itself as the reasons why its perpetrators had not 








arried it out before, The rebellion occurred leas than 2 weeks from the 
date set for turning over the government to the victorious candidate in 


the 29 June elections. Evidently the military coup was less against the 
elections than against the results they produced, The victory of Stiles 
Suazo by more than 200,000 votes and the promised support of Paz Estenseoro, 
who was the runner-up in the number of votes received, had left the way 

open for a congressional vote favorable to the candidate of the Democratic 


and Popular Unity Party, a conglomerate of groups with a confused leftist 
ideology, among them the Communist Party. 


The 29 June elections had been organized hurriedly, with scarcely enough 
time to name candidates and to hol« a very brief and unruly electoral 
campaign. As soon as Gen Luis Garcia Meza, right-hand man of Colonel 
Natusch Busch, who took over the government by coup d'etat for only 16 
days in November 19/9, recovered its position in the military hier ‘hy and 
emerged gradually as the army's "strong man," rumors concerning a return 


to power by the military began to have some foundation. Garcia Meza denied 
any plans to this effect, although his reiterated statements against the 
parties, the political leaders, the unions and their leaders, and even the 
democratic system of government, indicated an intention which only, as we 
have seen, would postpone the moment for revealing such plans. The firmv 
resistance of Presicent Lidia Gueiler and the Congress to the plan, already 
too evident, of the armed forces did not cause the latter to desist from 
their efforts, since the civilian power only had the support of the institu- 
tions and an obviously weak popular mandate. The apparent refusal of the 
armed forces to carry out the budding coup was only for tactical reasons: 
First they wanted to know the result of the elections and then to know how 
the Congress, meeting as an elective body, would conduct itself. Neither 
the elections nor their results nor the certainty that the legislative 
bodies would elect a candidate who did not meet with their approval satis- 
fied the armed forces. 


In his time we denounced the attempts of Gen Juan Jose Torres, who took over 
the government in 1970, for trying to “sovietize" Bolivia and include it 

in Moscow's sphere, while the "Cuban experience” was underway and a similar 
attempt was being made in Chile under the presidency of Salvador Allende, 
The installation in La Paz of the military government of Col Hugo Banzer 

in 1971 was viewed by this paper as a move destined to forestall the populist 
wave which threatened to dominate the entire Latin American continent. 


Perhaps the only serious and responsible attempt to restore their voting 
rights to the Bolivian people was the military coup in 1978 headed by Gen 
David Padilla, who within a short time compiled with his promise in that 
regard through the elections of July 1979, won by Hernan Siles Suazo (who, 
however, did not receive an absolute majority), followed very closely by 
Victor Paz Estenssoro. The Congress did not favor either of the two candi- 
dates and arbitrarily named Walter Guevara Arze (then president of the 
Senate), who was overthrown by Colonel Natusch Busch in November 1979. 





After his short interim term, Lidia Gueiler assumed the presidency, the 
first woman in the history of Bolivia to hold such high office. 


An event such as the one which has just occurred will bring neither peace 
nor happiness to Bolivia, nor will it educate its people politically. What 
is obvious, at first glance, is that the populist and communist movements 
in Latin America now have one more argument to add to their sermons, be- 
cause it is not a question of whether the recent military coup in Bolivia 
is “anticommunist,” but whether it has democratic prospects. 
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Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 16 Jul 50 p & 
(Editorial: "Aggressor Decorated” | 


Te ist week a ceremony was held in the office of the chief of the 
At General Staff in which Maj Gen Jose A. Vaquero bestowed the “Army 
G.-ral Staff" Medal on the naval, military and air attache of the Soviet 
Un. yur country, Capt Vladimir Ivanovich Valilenko, as he ended his 
service in Argentina, 


The ceremony, attended by the Soviet ambassador accredited to our Foreign 
Ministry and military personnel from Army Headquarters, was brief. The 
person who presented the medal outlined the professional accomplishments 

of the Soviet naval officer, and the latter in turn spoke some words of 
thanks. It was a customary honor within the framework of diplomatic 
relations among all the countries of the world. The decoration of chiefs 
of mission and of the higher-ranking members thereof is a common occurrence 
in diplomatic circles when one of them is finishing his service and getting 
ready to return to his respective country or is being assigned to a new 


post. 


However, the case of the Soviet naval, military and air attache merits 
special consideration. The distinction of which he has been the object 
means, obviously, the extension of that distinction to the forces he 
represents, and, in the same fashion, the praises which he personally 
merited also include the communist armed forces, without whose consent he 
would have been unable to accept the decoration. 


[It is well to inquire whether our authorities have taken into acco “{ t 
this time, that Captain Valilenko is the representative of the fc ich 
invaded Afghanistan at the end of last December and which still h J 
less than 100,000 men in that country. In addition, it cannot be for- 
gotten that the United Nations, with a resounding majority vote, condemned 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and that our representative, in the 

name o. the Argentine Government, supported the decision adopted by that 
international organization. 





Finally, we must ask ourselves, what ie the point of having decided at the 
last minute, a8 an act of protest and censure against the Russian invasion 
of Afghanistan, not to join the Olympic Games in Moscow, if at the same 
time we honor in Buenos Aires the representative of the Soviet Armed Forces 
which tor more than 6 months have continued to bomb hundreds of villages 
and cities in that ravaged country? The same observation is pertinent in 
view of the open and admitted support of the Kremlin for the Vietnamese 
troops which have tnvaded Thailand from their bases in Cambodia. 
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ANGENTINA 


ARMY DETAILS ACTIVITISS OF SUBVERSIVE GROUPS 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 9 Aug 80 p 7 


Text) A detailed communique issued yesterday by the commander in chief of 
the arny points out the the Montonero terrorist organisation is engaged in 

“a permanent campaign for the purpose of slandering our country and deterior- 
ating our relations with other nations.” The campaign is being waged fron 
other countries, 


The text mentions recent activities by that group, and also gives ample 
statistics regarding the disappearance of four Argentine citizens whom Lima 
author'ties expelled from Peru, One of them, 4 woman, was found dead in 


a Madrid apartment. 


The communique also refers to the activity of politdcal and social extremists, 
Claiming they are attempting to organise work stoppages without apparent org- 
anizers, 


The Communique 


The text of the communique issued by the commander in chief of the army reads 
as follows: 


"The commander in chief of the arny hereby informs the public: 


"The band of terrorist criminals known as the Montoneros is operating abroad, 


waging a permanent campaign for the purpose of slandering our country and 
deteriorating our relations with other nations, 


"In that campaign, they recently revealed through the international press 
the disappearance of Argentine citizens in Peru, which leads one to believe 
that these people have been kidnapped and taken to Argentina, 


"The people involved belong to the group, and are undertaking activities 
related to terrorism in that country. For that reason, after an initial 


arrest, the following people were expelled officially by Peruvian authorities 
on 19 Junes 














"Julio Gesar Ramirez, who had come into Peru on & June 1950 from Paraguay, 
with passport number 6,742,320, under the name of Luis Msteban Almiron, 


"Noemi Sather Giannotti de Molfino, who had come in on 23 April 1980 fron 
Spain, with passport number 3,240,454, under the name of Maria del Carmen 
Saloedo, 


"Maria ines Raverta, who entered Peru with false papers under the name of 
Julia Santos Acebal, 

. 
"Later, the appropriate Spanish government officials reported that in Madrid 
the bocy of Noemi Esther Giannotti de Molfino had turned up. She died a nat- 
ural death, having been last seen in the company of two other terrorist 
criminals who had been expelled, and a third, unidentified subject. They 
had all ingested some drinks in their lodgings. 


"With regard to Aldo Moran, also reported by the Montoneros as having been 
kidnapped and having disappeared in Peru, the radio station Noticias del 
Gontinente, operated by that group from Costa Rica, reported on 16 July 

‘mn @ Communique that he had turned up again in Mexico, 


“This proves that accusations made in order to slander the Republic of Argen- 
tina are false, 


"What is true is that all these terrorist elements which are using false 
documents to enter countries met in Lima, Peru, with other members of the 
group in order to receive orders and plan the execution of activities in- 
volving agitation and terrorism in Argentina. The essentials of the plan 
are as follows: 


"For the international sphere: motivate international public opinion against 
the nation's authorities and armed forces, using all means, contacts and 
organizations, especially with respect to human rights. 


“For the political sphere: begin a campaign to oppose the National Reorgan- 
ization Process, especially in the economic aspect and in all sectors pos- 
sible, leading to the formation of opposition fronts. 


"For the religious sphere: sensitize the ecclesiastic hierarchy domestically, 
particularly by means of action by the family committees, and abroad by means 
of organizations for solidarity. 


"For the labor sphere: develop natural unions through the action of agitat- 
ors, undertake strikes which have no apparent organizers, especially in high- 
impact unions such as the transportation and public services unions. 


"For violent actions bombs, argon, sabotage and selective murders with a 
far-reaching impact. 


"We must ask ourselves why there are people who: 








"Come nto countries surreptitiously, 

"Use false papers. 

"Hold clandestine meetings. 

“Are supported and protected by terrorist elements, 


“Could it be that honest people need to resort to these methods to carry 
out legitimate and normal activities? 


"Because this latest gnear campaign affects the Argentine army and would 
damage the excellent historic relations with the Peruvian army, this conm- 
mander in chief has deemed it urgently necessary to alert all sectors to 
the methods of the Montonero terrorists in order to prevent their being 
taken by surprise in their good faith,” 
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ARGENTINA 


CHURCH TO ISSUER POSITION ON NATIONAL SITUATION NEXT YEAR 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 9 Aug 80 p 5 


_Text The Church will make its position on the economic, social and polit- 
local situations known at the first episcopal assembly next year, and will 
provide guidelines so that Christians "may confront the situations that 
arise in this nation,” according to a report by Cardinal Francisco Primatesta 
yesterday, 


The cardinal, who is president of the Argentine Bpiscopal Conference (CEA) 
and arcnbishop of Gordoba, made the announcement at a press conference called 
to report the results of the deliberations of the Permanent Commission of the 
Bishopric, which were held in this city for 3 days. 


Primatesta, in response to a question, indicated that “the national situation 
has not been studied expressly,” but that “reports were heard by the deleg- 
ates which point out the attitude to be taken, ” 


In that respect, he stated that these reports referred to the economic and 
social situation, and included "more political comments.” 


The cardinal indicated that he had decided to make a personal report in order 
to “avoid interpretations that are not always precise’ and noted that one 

of the main conclusions of the meeting was the decision to prepare "begin- 
ning now, fulfilling a promise made in the document on the gospel, dialog and 
society,” a document to consider “the topic of high politics on the level 

of the Church doctrine,” 





He stressed that the document "will not discuss political options,” although 
"it may point the way to legitimacy” for those options. Later Primatesta 
apologized for not being able to report “on the title or on the thematic 
development” of that document. 


With regard to the above-mentioned report by the delegates, he explained 
that the study was not sufficiently thorough to warrant the release of a 
document, and that “a pronouncement by the Church on the overall situation” 
will come after the first assembly next year, 








During tne meeting which ended yesterday noon, the bishops also studied 
the educational situation in light of “recent problems,” according to the 
cardinal, He also reported that initiatives have been taken, but only the 
Minietry of Culture and Education can make them public, They will lead to 
"the solution of problems, ” 


He added that those attending the neeting also studied "the possibilities 
that may arise” for bishops who participate in the upcoming assembly of the 
Bpiscopal Conference, which will be held next November, 


Along these lines, he pointed out that in the deliberations there was stress 
on priests’ activities in terms of educating youth and the instruction geared 
toward marriage and the family. 


He concluded by stating that prospects for the next episcopal synod, which 
will take place in Rome, were also looked into. 


in addition, through a communique, the Argentine Episcopal Conference issued 
4 reminder that on the 15th and 17th of this month in all Latin American 
countries there will be a special day of support and prayer for the Church 
in Nicaragua, 


The document indicates that "everyone is aware of the serious hardships that 


country has undergone, and the repercussion they have had on life in the 
Church. 


"Por that reason,” it concludes, “all the bishoprics of Latin America have 
decreed a day of prayer for the day marking the Assumption of the Holy Virgin. 
There will be a collection in all parishes and temples on Sunday 17 August, 
proceeds from which will be sent to the Church of Nicaragua in order to 
support its evangelization efforts. ” 


— 
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BOLIVIA 


POSSIBLE JUNTA DRUG LINK DISCUSSED 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 17 Aug 80 p 4 


[Article by Joaquin Rivery: "Opposition, Repression and Drugs") 


| Text News from Bolivia this week earmarked the inability of the 
Bolivian putschists to celebrate the country's national day, the founding 
of a clandestine government and an outcry charging the fascist rulers 
with being drug pushers. 


The most eloquent indication that resistance continues was the statement 
by General Luis Garcia Meza on August 6, at the Tarapaca armored regiment, 
to the effect that the army is faced with "subversive war," and that only 
after that war could it devote itself to the “objectives of the government 
of national reconstruction." 





This shows that the fascists for the time being can only dedicate them- 
selves to repressing the opposition to their de facto regime, 


This stands in stark contrast to previous claims to the effect that the 
country was completely under the control of the putschists. The repres- 
sion itself contradicts those claims. The relatives and friends of lead- 
ers of the Democratic People's Unity (UDP) that won the June 29 election 
are prime targets of the fascists’ ire, and their homes are constantly 
being raided by bandit groups making off with anything of value. 


The regime didn't dare allow national day celebrations, and Garcia Meza 
himself had to take refuge in the heavily guarded Tarapaca regiment to make 
his statement on the 6th. 


In contrast, Hernan Siles Suazo, who had been elected president on the 
UDP ticket announced on August 5, the day before Bolivia's national day, 
the setting up of a clandestine government with the participation of the 
Bolivian Labor Central (COB) and the antiputschist parties. This is the 
first time something of this sort has happened in Bolivia's long list of 
189 coups. 


There have also been frequent charges that the generals and colonels who 
led the coup are deeply involved in the drug traffic, specifically cocaine. 
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there have been reports that Garcia Meza, Luis Arce and other generals 
and colonels control the cocaine smuggling business. Cocaine plantations 
are located in the department of Beni and Santa Cruz de la Sierra where 
the finished product is turned out. Santa Cruz, it should be remembered, 
is the center of Bolivian reaction, 


While the fascist military are zealous defenders of the most rotten seg- 
ments of the Bolivian oligarchy, they also safeguard their own dirty 
deals, 


A list of drug pushers prepared by journalist Gregorio Selser includes 
former dicator Hugo Banzer; former dictator Juan Pereda Asbun; General 
Luis Garcia Meza, current head of the fascist clan; Colonel Luis Arce, 
Meza's minister of the interior; General Edmundo Sanabria, Colonel Rafael 
Layza, Police Colonel Guido Benavides, Colonel Raul Becerra, Colonel 
Carlos Mena, Colonel Mario Oxa (well-known embezzler and swindler), Air 
Force commander General Waldo Bernal and others. 


Argentina's role in the coup has also been noted this week by several 
publications. 


The daily UNO MAS UNO charged that 50 Argentine army intelligence offi- 
cers entered the country in the last few days to advise in the roundup of 
political opponents and increase the effectiveness of torture, while 
prisoners and workers have identified Argentines as being among those who 
beat chem in jail and in the attacks of paramilitary bands. Argentina 
was also singled out as the first country to recognize the Bolivian 
fascists. 


Garcia Meza's regime has felt the pressure of international isolation, 
and every day it urges "friendly" governments to send delegations to 
Bolivia to check on their "respect" for human rights. So far, the only 
ones to recognize the regime have been the countries of the River Plate 
basin (all under military rule), Israel and Taiwan. The fascists blame 
foreign correspondents for their isolation and have subjected them to 
persecution. 


Even U.S. journalists have been jailed in La Paz during the last few days. 
Others have sought embassy protection, and arrest orders have been issued 

for the Bolivian correspondents of REUTERS. Foreign journalists have even 
had to move from their hotels for constant fear of arrest. 


The only thing that can safely be said is that the regime does not have 
the situation under control. Curfew remains in effect in La Paz, other 
cities and the mining areas. Classes are still suspended, and the clan- 
destine opposition is active. 


CSO: 3020 
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CHILE 


APPROVAL OF CONSTLTUTION WOULD MEAN NEW JUNTA MEMBER 
PY271607 Paris AFP in Spanish 1617 GMT 24 Aug 80 


Text) Santiago, Chile, 24 Aug (AFP)--It was reported here today that if 
the new constitution is approved in the plebiscite to be held next month a 
new member will be appointed to the Chilean military junta. 


lt was noted here that on 11 September all Chileans must cast their vote on 
a new constitution which, if approved, will extend Gen Augusto Pinochet's 
presidential term until 1989. This will eventually keep Pinochet in power 
until 1997, thus completing 24 years in power. 


According to the constitution that was proposed by the government junta, 
the president must appoint the most senior army officer as a new junta mem- 
ber. This new officer would be the fourth-ranking member of the government 
junta. 


Among other powers, the members of the government junta have the right to 
exercise constitutional and legislative powers, to issue laws and to advise 
the president on the appointment of armed forces commanders and the general 
director of carabineros whenever they are replaced. 


The present order of hierarchy in the Chilean Army is as follows: Lt Gen 
Cesar Raul Benavides, the present defense minister, is the most senior 
officer in the army; but he is in an exceptional status, since he should 

have already retired. He is still on active duty through a special govern- 
ment decree that specifies that he will be on active duty while he is defense 
minister. 


He is followed by Gen Washington Carrasco, the army deputy commander. He, 
in turn, is followed in order of seniority by: Gen Agustin Toro Davila, 
the Chilean University rector; Gen Nilo Floody, the general director of the 
sports and recreation department; Gen Rolando Garay Cifuentes, the military 
chief of the Santiago garrison; Gen Julio Canessa Roberts, the chairman of 
the army chief of staff; and Gen Sergio Covarrubias, the military chief of 
the Magallanes garrison. 


CSO: 3010 
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CHILE 


FREL RALLY CONTROLLED BY COMMUNISTS, COMMENTATOR CLAIMS 
PY281545 Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 28 Aug 80 
[Commentary by Rafael Kittsteiner] 


{Text} Former President Eduardo Frei last night delivered a 54-minute speech. 
He said what he had to say to a crowd that filled the Caupolican Theater, 
which has a capacity of 7,000 persons. The UPI International News Agency 
estimated that there were 10,000 people at the rally. The Radio Nacional 
estimate, however, is a bit more generous. It estimated that altogether, 
including those who were outside the Caupolican Theater, there were 15,000 
people. 


[It was evident that the rally was being controlled from within and from with- 
out by the Communist Party. What is more, this was the case even before the 
whole thing was underway, since the evening before last Volodia Teitelboim 

on Radio Moscow issued instructions to attend the Caupolican Theater rally. 
Teitelboim added that in practice the Christian Democratic-Communist Alliance 
is already operating. 


This is why in yesterday's rally we could hear the communist sectors issuing 
the same slogans we heard 7 years ago--the people united will never be 
defeated--while the Christian Democrats, in an attempt to establish their 
presence at the rally, answered with shouts of Frei, Frei, Frei. 


Amid all this shouting, there was a typical Marxist show, with the performance 
of an allegory by communist artists and the distribution of flowers. 
[passage indistinct] 


Manuel Sanhueza, the former minister of the disrupted Popular Unity Party, 
preceded Frei in addressing the crowd. While all this was going on, and 
while some excited people who were in the streets tried to provoke the 
carabineros--who performed their duty with complete self-control--the time 
came to listen to Frei's speech. 


If the (?TOPAZ) Magazine were still in existence, it would probably have 
described the event as a first-class political funeral for Frei. This is 
because Frei was like a corpse absent from its own funeral, since the slogans 
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and shouts made it clear that the people present paid little attention to 
90 percent of his speech. Perhaps because he is out of practice, Frei was 
unable to understand that those who attended the rally were only there to 
insult the present government. Frei used a tone that reminded us of a 
professor lecturing his law students. 


In his speech he reviewed the constitutional draft; he used ambiguous sen- 
tences, which is nothing new. In one part he said: We cannot return to the 
past, but we must again be what we once were. This is a strange way of not 
returning to the past. 


[n one part ot his speech, which was obviously intended to raise some spirits 
atter his long and boring analysis of the constitutional draft, Frei made 

some strange statements and even issued threats against what he described as 

a minority group in our country--it was understood that he was referring to 
supporters of the present government, whom he threatened with vengeful actions. 


[In short, Frei proposed three things: First, the establishment of a military- 
civilian transition government that would have legislative powers and which 
would be in power for 2 or 3 years, plus the election of a constituent 
assembly with the participation of all parties. It is obvious that Marxist 
parties would also be included, 


After being praised for his support for some church sectors, Frei made his 
last two proposals: He wants to be on television, and his last proposal is 
to hold a televised debate with President Pinochet. He ended his speech by 
asking everyone to go quietly to their homes. 


[In short, Frei announced that he will vote against the constitution in the 
plebiscite to be held on 11 September, something which is no secret at all. 
What he is really saying is: Either you do as I say or the plebiscite on 

ll September is not valid. To summarize his position in one phrase, Frei 

is saying that if the results of the il September plebiscite show that the 
people are against the constitution, everything is right. If, however, the 
results show that the people are for it, Frei says that it is illegal, since 
the whole process is illegal anyway. 


[It was in the end a speech that was not suitable for the event. Former 
President Frei, despite his political experience, missed his target. He 
should have used his nose to smell the kind of crowd he was addressing. What 
any observer could see was that the rally organized by the ex-Christian Demo- 
cratic Party was controlled by communists--it must be stated, however, that 
the socialists were notably absent--and that today's Christian Democratic 
Party is even more infiltrated than it was 10 years ago. This was clearly 
shown at last night's rally, since Frei was a nonentity at the event. 


CSO: 3010 
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CHILE 


CHLLEAN PERSONALITIES: PLEBISCITE GIVES NO OPTIONS 
PY280010 Buenos Aires LATIN in Spanish 2059 GMT 24 Aug 80 


[Excerpts] Santiago, Chile 24 Aug (LATIN)--Personalities of several sectors 
of opinion today demanded that the Chilean military government elaborate on 
the options that the Chileans will have in the plebiscite called to vote on 
the dra.c constitution. 


The request is contained in a long communique released to the press by 120 
personalities consisting of former ministers, former congressmen, politicians, 
economists, physicians, lawyers, engineers, writers, journalists, artists and 
labor leaders, many of them supporters of the government. 


The communique stated that a plebiscite cannot be legitimate if it does not 
make clear the options on which the people must take a position, including 
their legal implications. 


Among the signatories of the communique are former IDB President Felipe 
Herrera, economist Raul Saez, former rector of the University of Chile Juan 
Gomez Millas, writers Nicanor Parra and Jorge Edwards, and labor leaders Leon 
Vilarin and Juan Jara Gomez who headed the labor opposition to the late presi- 
dent Salvador Allende during the months that preceded the 11 September military 
coup headed by President Gen Augusto Pinochet. 


Plebiscites or referenda without options are not typical of democratic sys- 
tems and they only exist in dictatorships or totalitarian regimes, the com- 
munique added. 


The communique stated that the only options Chile would have is either to 
approve the government draft constitution with its temporary articles, or to 
advocate a true formula of transition toward full democracy, which should 
envisage an alternative constitutional model. 


It also questioned the temporary articles of the draft constitution because 
they pave the way for a personal government to rule at least until 1990. 


These personalities believe that the proposed course of action is to be 
announced, debated and submitted to a plebiscite, the government must guaran- 
tee the people's right to take part in the decision making process. 


CSO: 3010 
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CHILE 


BRIEFS 


INDUSTRIAL GROWTH--The president of the SOFOFA [Industrial Development 
\ssociation], Hernan Daroch, has reported that according to studies made by 
the SOFOFA Research Department the industrial sector will grow by 6.3 per- 
ent this year. A survey conducted among 316 industrialists disclosed that 
industrial sales will increase by 11.2 percent, and that in the first half 

of the year the industrial sector has carried out investment programs for 
5203 million which will enable the sector to increase its production capacity 
20 percent. ([PY312025 Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 


PROJECTS IN ANTARCTIC=-The Chilean Air Force has announced that it plans to 
suild a hotel for 80 people in the Antarctic, near the Presidente Frei 
Meteorological Station. The air force also plans to enlarge the air field 
and carry out a photographic surveying in the central zone of the O'Higgins 
Peninsula to determine the existence of mineral deposits. It also reported 
that from December 1979 to August 1980, the Chilean Air Force flew more than 
327 hours over the Antarctic transporting 502 passengers and carrying 60 tons 
ff cargo. [PY020357 Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 

2 Sep 80 PY] 


PETROLEUM PRODUCTION ESTIMATES=-During the ina:isuration of an oil refinery 
plant in Punta Arenas, Mines Minister Carlos \Wiinonez stated that Chilean 
petroleum production for 1981 will reach a record of 2.4 million cubic meters. 
Production for this year is estimated at 1.9 million cubic meters. [PY021351 


Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 2 Sep 80 PY] 


EXPORTS TO FRG--The commercial attache of the FRG Embassy in Chile reported 
today in a press conference that it is estimated that this year Chilean 
exports to the FRG will increase by 18 percent. He noted that Chilean exports 
to the FRG last year totaled $596 million while imports totaled $259 million. 
.PY231333 Santiago Chile Domestic Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 23 Aug 80] 
UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES--According to report issued by the economy department of 
the Chilean University unemployment in Chile during the month of March 
reached 12 percent. This figure cannot be compared since it is the first 
time a study covering the whole country has been made. [Santiago Chile Domes- 
tic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 22 Aug 80 PY| 
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COLOMBLA 


HEAVY LNVESTMENT TO MODERNIZE NAVY PLANNED 

Defense Reasons Cited 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 27 Jul 80 p 4-C 
[Article by Ramiro Castellanos] 


[Text] Colombia will have to invest close to $5 billion dollars to 
furnish the National Navy with equipment that will enable it to 
adequately defend ovr territorial sovereignty in the event of outside 
aggression. 


Fxperts interviewed by EL TIEMPO said that despite the recent purchase 
of four frigates, our navy is in a position of inferiority vis-a-vis 
other countries, such as Cuba and Venezuela. 


Most of the National Navy's equipment is obsolete, and some of it was 
brought to Colombia after the Second World War. Proof of this 
assertion is the recent recirement from service of the destroyer 
"Cordoba," which on orders from the government will become part of 
the Navy Museum. 


According to the same experts, we will have to purchase missile units, 
torpedo boats, mine sweepers, tankers and other equipment to complement 
and protect the newly acquired frigates (not corvettes, as other mass 
media have said). 


The negotiations for the vessels were conducted a few months ago 

with Germany. The investment totals $500 million, including weaponry. 
These warships are outfitted with helicopters, missiles, multiple 
launchers and guns. 


The first of these frigates will be launched next year, and the 
remainder will go into service as the manufacturers deliver them. 


This purchase, which is the largest that the Colombian Government has 
made so far, is tantamount to acquiring a completely new navy, and 
this will make it a power both in the equatorial Pacific and in the 
Caribbean. 


el 





It also meane that the National Navy's budget will have to provide 
enough funde both to maintain the new German frigates and to buy 
the complementary equipment, 


With ite current defense materiel the Colombian Navy is not in a 
position to beat back aggression by any country that wishes to 
ignore the 200-mile territorial Limit that the administration of 
President Alfonso Lopez Michelsen achieved through international 
agreements. 


According to the experts, Colombia could become involved in an armed 
conflict in the wake of Nicaragua's claim to the Archipelago of San 
Andres and Providencia, 


Although Nicaragua does not have a powerful navy, experts feel that 
Cuba, which is a power in thie field, would support it in the event 
of a war. 


The same experts ruled out a conflict with Venezuela, but they stressed 
that Venezuela's navy is much stronger than ours. 


Let's take @ look at the navy fleets of Colombia, Cuba and Venezuela 
to get an idea of why we need to replace the Colombian Navy's defense 
forces. 


Colombia has two Type 209 patrol submarines; displacing 1,285 tons, 
they were built at the Howaldtswerke shipyards in Kiel, FRG and are 
outfitted with 21 torpedoes each. Colombia also has four SX-506 mini- 
subs from the Cosmos Liborno shipyards in Italy. Displacing 70 tons, 
they were assembled in Cartagena and carry eight divers and 2 tons of 
explosives. 


We also have two Swedish destroyers, the "20 de Julio" and the "7 de 
Agosto," of which only the latter is in service. These vessels were 
bought in 1955 and arrived in Cartagena in 1958. They displace 3,300 
tons and carry 248 men each; their equipment is obsolete. We also 
have another destroyer, the 3,320-tons "Santander," which was built in 
1944 in the United States and was sold to Colombia in 1973. 


We also have two frigates: the "Cordoba," which has been retired from 
service because of breakdowns and the high cost of repairs, and the 
“Boyaca.” The 2,130-ton "Cordoba" was built in Philadelphia and 
carries a crew of 206 men. It was transferred to Colombia in 1969 
and purchased by the government in 1978. The "Boyaca” was built in 
New York and brought to Colombia in 1972. It can carry a helicopter, 
has a speed of 25 knots and a radius of action of 4,500 miles. 
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Finally, we have three |,640-ton converted "Cherokee" tugs that were 
constructed during the Second World War and transferred to Colombia 
in 1978 for patrol work, The rest of the fleet is of the so-called 
"light" variety, plus a few gunboat launches, 


Cuba's Fleet 


Cuba has a Soviet=built "Foxtrot" submarine that wae transferred to 
ite government in 1979, It hae a Soviet naval base in Cienfuegos that 
is several times larger than the U.S. base at Guantanamo. 


Cuba aleo hae 12 formerly Soviet missile unite (the SO-! variety) 
that were brought over in 1964 and 1967; weighing 215 tons each, they 
have a design velocity of 28 knots and a radiue of action of 
1,100 miles at 13 knote. 


It also has six "Kronehtadt" vessels that used to belong to the Soviet 
Union; weighing 380 tons, they have a design velocity of 24 knots 
and a radiue of action of 1,500 miles at 12 knots. 


Ae far ae missile carriers go, it has six “Osa-!" and three "Osa-2" 
vessels that used to belong to the Soviet Union; displacing 210 tons, 
they have a design velocity of 36 knots and a radius of action of 

800 miles at 25 knots. These ships were brought over between 1972 and 
1978. 


Cuba also has 18 “Komar" vessels that used to belong to Russia; they 
displace 75 tons and have a design speed of 40 knots and a radius of 
action of 400 miles at 30 knots. Between the "Komars" and the "Osas" 
Cuba has 27 unite carrying 72 tested and effective "Styx" missiles. 


Cuba has 12 P-6 torpedo boats that used to belong to the Soviet Union; 
they displace 73 tons and have a speed of 41] knots and a radius of 
action of 450 miles at 30 knots. Also in the Cuban fleet are 12 P< 
torpedo boats from the Soviet Union; they displace 25 tons each and 
have a speed of 50 knots. It also has 12 ex-Soviet “Zhuk" vessels 
outfitted with four 14.5 millimeter twin guns; they have a 60-ton 
capacity and can travel at 34 knots. This entire missile and torpedo 
fleet is outfitted with 30-millimeter guns. The "Osa" and "Komar" 
units have 25-millimeter guns. 


We should remember that one of these “Osas" sunk the Israeli 
destroyer “Eilat” with a “Styx” missile during the 1973 war between 
Israel and Egypt. 


The Cuban Navy also has, among other vessels, two mine sweepers, seven 
amphibious landing tanks and six survey craft. The Soviet Union's 


23 





naval presence in the Caribbean area does not only consist of Cuban 
unite; "Kreata=|'a," "Kreata-2's," "Kyndas" and other extremely 
powerful vessels make their permanent presence felt there, 


For ite part, Venesuela has four submarines (two similar to ours and 
two 2,420-ton subs); four “Aragua" destroyers; six Italian "Lupo" 
frigates outfitted with missiles and helicopters, and four Italian 
frigates with anti-submarine equipment. In the area of light 
equipment, it has 6 high-velocity English missile units; 21 

modern "Rio Orinoco” gunboats, built in Italy; 5 landing units; 

2 tank transporters; 8 "Rio" unite and complementary vessels. 


The New Frigates 


The new frigates that Colombia has purchased are outfitted with two 
"Lynx" helicopters; eight “Harpon" missiles; eight “Sea Spairov" 
missiles; two “Stinger” multiple launchers; a 76-millimeter gun and 
a 105-millimeter, 20-tube "Breda" launcher. 


For anti-submarine warfare they have 6 MK's, 32 triple torpedo tubes, 
and modern radar and sonar equipment. They have a design speed of 

30 knots and a radius of action of 4,000 miles at 18 knots and can 
carry a crew of 202 men each. 


According to the experts, in order to complement the frigates the 
National Navy ought to purchase no fewer than 16 missile and torpedo 
units, 2 mine sweepers, 2 tankers, 2 oceanographic research vessels 
and several additional submarines. The reason for this is that the 
frigates would need other ships to protect them in the event of a war. 
They should also have maintenance and fuel installations, as well as 
pilots to fly the helicopters and even the combat planes. 


The new frigates are worth $250 million. The required weaponry will 
cost another $250 million, which the government will buy from Israel 
or the United States. 


These Type 122 units were designed in 1976 for the FRG Navy. Holland, 
Spain and Germany have vessels similar to the ones that Colombia has 
recently purchased. 


Next Tuesday, the commander of the National Navy, Adm Guidberto Barona 
Silva, will be attending a closed-door session of the Second Senate 
Commission in response to a subpoena issued by legislator Jose Vicente 
Mogollon; he will explain the navy's current budgetary status and its 
plans for reoutfitting itself. 
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Navy Justifies Frigate Purchases 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish | Aug 80 p 3 


{Text} The Second Senate Commission was satisfied with the explanations 
given by the commander of the National Navy, Guidberto Silva Barona, 
regarding the navy's current statue, the purchase of four corvettes 
(which ie unrelated to the reports that have appeared in a number 

of papers) and the navy's development programs for the immediate 

future. 


He reported that the four vessels were purchased not only to safeguard 
national sovereignty but also to conduct oceanographic studies, to 
protect marine fauna, to crack down on clandestine fishing and to 
help the Coast Guard combat smuggling. 


Committees Appointed 


The Senate commission appointed four committees to investigate various 
matters related to the activities of the National Navy. They are 
as follows: 


1. A committee made up of Senators Edmundo Lopez Gomez and Norberto 
Morales Ballesteros will visit ECOPETROL [Colombian Petroleum 
Enterprise] in an attempt to convince it not to collect a surcharge 
from fuel wholesalers; this would help the navy's budget and would 
not hurt ECOPETROL at all. 


2. Senator Lucelia Ossman de Duque will visit the ports of Carreno, 
Leguizamo, Guapi, Tres Esquinas and others to check on the condition 
of navy installations for the defense of our sovereignty. 


3. A committee consisting of Senators Jose Vicente Mogollon and 
Guillermo Velez Urreta will review, together with the Commission of 
the Plan, a bill concerning the |0-Year Navy Investment Plan. The 
bill will be submitted during the upcoming session. 


4. Senators Humberto Gonzalez and Guillermo Benavides will meet with 
Finance Minister Jaime Garcia Parra in an attempt to have some of the 
navy's debts canceled because it urgently needs money for investments 
and operating expenses. 


8743 
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COLOMBIA 


CONTRACT WITH ISRAEL TO REPAIR MIRAGES EXAMINED 
Bogota EL TLEMPO in Spanish 6 Aug 80 pp l-A, 9=A 


[Text] Repairing the Colombian Air Force's Mirage jets in Israel 
saves the country $8 million dollars, compared to the prices offered 
by French and Spanish firms, the Defense Ministry said yesterday. 


The contract with Aeronautical Industries of Israel was agreed to on 
3 April 1979 and was later signed by President Turbay Ayala. 


The Israeli enterprise's cost estimates were appreciably lower than 
those of ite competitors, and furthermore, it pledged to provide the 
Colombian Air Force (FAC) with the infrastructure to repair parts of 
the plane in Colombia. 


The builder of the Mirages, Avions Marcel Dassault, offered a bid of 
$43 million, but only for 16 engines and maintenance for 56 percent 
of the planes in operation. 


The Spanish firm Construcciones Aeronauticas, S.A. limited its bid to 
the repair of 10 engines. 


The FAC asserted that it had never received joint bids from French and 
Spanish manufacturers. 


Published reports indicate that a French-Spanish consortium offered to 
do the repair work at the Mirage home base. 


The following is the text of the communique: 


In light of the press reports that have appeared in various domestic 
newspapers in connection with the repair of Mirage jets, the Ministry 
of Defense wishes to report: 


|. Ever since the Mirages were acquired in 1970, we have anticipated 
the need to have them overhauled after 10 years in operation, in 
accordance with the manufacturer's stipulations. The 10 years having 
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passed, it was imperative to make a decision with regard to the 
repairs in order to keep enlistments commensurate with national 
security, to prolong the life of the planes, to bring inoperative 
planes back into service and to round out our infrastructure and 
technological capabilities so that such maintenance can be under= 
taken at FAC installations 


2. To this end, the Air Force conducted the pertinent studies, which 
were submitted to the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit on the 
following occasions: September 1974, April 1975, September 1975, 
November 1976, May 1977, August 1977, March '979 and finally on 

3} April 1979 with a presentation before President Julio Cesar Turbay 
Ayala, at which time the decision was made to hire Aeronautical 
Industries of Ierael (IAL) for this purpose. The reasons for this 
decision were as follows: 


a. An appreciably lower quote was offered by IAL, which was the final 
choice over the Marcel Dassault firm. 


b. The Air Force would receive the technological capabilities and the 
infrastructure needed to repair locally more than 30 percent of the 
plane's components, which considerably cuts time, costs and our 
foreign technological dependence. 


c. They offered a system more in keeping with the country's economic 
capabilities and with the utilization of planes in the Air Force, 
due to operational and maintenance experience gained by this firm in 
the Middle East conflicts. 


d. The IAI offer met all of the needs and requirements of the Air 
Force. 


3. The Air Force is not unaware of the technological capabilities of 
Marcel Dassault Industries. On the contrary, it continues to have 
good relations with the company, both technologically and commercially. 


4. Once the choice of the IAl was approved in principle, all of the 
necessary formalities were carried out. They can be summarized thus: 
the favorable opinion of the Planning Office of the Defense Ministry, 
the National Planning Department and the National Economic and Social 
Policy Council; the approval of the Inter-Parliamentary Commission, 
which consisted, among others, of honorable Senators Alvaro Gomez 
Hurtado and Alberto Dajer and honorable Representative Dr Gustavo 
Rodriguez; and the approval of the Council of Ministers. The 
contract was ultimately signed by the president of the republic on 

19 November 1979. 








5. The planes will be repaired in Colombia, not in Israel, as the 
press report asserted, with the exception of the turbines and a 
number of accessories that for technical reasons cannot be repaired 
in Colombia. 


6. The government never received any $12 million bid from the IAI 
for the complete overhauling of the Mirage planes, nor did it sign 
any contract for this amount. The contract that is in force has not 
been amended in any way and was signed for the sum of $25 million, 
including three Arava planes. 


The amounts of the bids were as follows: 


A. Aeronautical Industries of Israel: Bid CO-1 of June 1978, 
$24,828,000 (adjustable) 


B. Marcel Dassault Aircraft: 


--Bid OVE No 11015 of 8 May 1978 (does not include engine repair): 
$31,819,623 


--Bid of 21 March 1979 (includes repair of 16 engines and maintenance 
of just 56.2 percent of the planes in operation): $43,259,081 


The French bids did not include modifications to update the plane's 
operational systems. 


C. The 26 January 1979 bid of Construcciones Aeronauticas de Espana 

was confined to the repair of 10 engines, training for 12 Colombian 

technicians, the sale of testing equipment and the advisory services 
of an engineer in Colombia for | month and of another for 2 months. 

The total bid came to $6,003,000. 


D. The Air Force never received a joint bid signed by French and 
Spanish manufacturers. Moreover, we know of no consortium between 
Marcel Dassault Aircraft and Construcciones Aeronauticas de Espana S.A. 


7. The IAL bid included training for 40 Colombian technicians in 
Israel and the transfer of 40 IAI experts to Colombia according to the 
following timetable: 3 during the first year, 16 during the second, 

13 during the third and 8 during the fourth year. The stipulated 
advisers are currently in our country. 


8. Although we do not wish to voice special praise for the Arava 
planes, we must point out, for the sake of truth and in light of 
Jaime Villamil Leon's article in EL SIGLO, in which he states that 
the plane is not even in service in Israel, that as far as the 
Defense Ministry's information has it, these planes are being used 
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by the Leraeli Armed Forces and by the air forces of the following 
countries in the Americas: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Venezuela, 
Furthermore, the three Arava planes that the Colombian Air Force 
purchased under the same repair contract, are rendering excellent 
ervi 


9. The M=5 planes that Marcel Dassault Aircraft is promoting according 
the article, are the same ones that Colombia bought in 1970 at a 
unit cost of $1.5 million; they now cost $9 million each. As we can 
early see, the investments being made to guarantee another life 
le for this costly equipment are justified. 


The Hercules C-130'e, manufactured in 1960, are in perfect 
operating order and have been flying to Europe since 19/0 to meet 
the logistic requirements of the Armed Forces. Some of the flights 
to Israel are replacing the ones that had to be made previously to 
France, but they are transporting only turbines, which, as we have 
already pointed out, cannot be repaired in Colombia due to a lack 
of infrastructure. 


'l. The National Territorial Aerial Service has not rejected the 
Arava nor has it made a decision about buying any other kind of plane. 

has therefore not submitted to the government any recommendation in 
this regard. 


In conclusion, the government awarded this contract to Israel in 

msideration of the lower cost, the greater transfer of technology, 
the operational experience, the Air Force's capabilities for doing 
these repairs in the country and the acquisition of three new 
transport planes. 


The minister of defense thus feels that he has clarified the infor- 


mation initially furnished by Mr Jaime Villamil Leon in the paper 
EL SIGLO and which was not sufficiently verified by its editor. 
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COLOMBIA 


DRAFT PLANNING LAW PRESENTED TO CONGRESS 
Bogota EL TLEMPO in Spanish 28 Jul 80 p 8-E 


[Text] The administration has submitted to Congress the planning 
bill that establishes the groundwork for implementing the National 
Integration Plan (PIN). 


The bill, drafted by Finance Minister Jaime Garcia Parra and the head 
of the National Planning Department, Eduardo Wiesner Duran, spells 
out the "methods of coordination among economic and social forces in 
planning agencies and the procedures for drawing up the economic and 
social development plan." 


The authors of the bill explain that the so-called Normative Law is 
extremely important because of its extraordinary features, mainly 
the establishment of a constitutionally required National Economic 
and Social Development Plan, the content of which is supposed to take 
precedence over any law issued to guarantee its enforcement. 


"These considerations, among others," they add, "are the reason why 
the administration took particular care in drafting this bill and 
are the main reason why it is being submitted on a priority basis 
to Congress for its discussion and analysis." 


The following is the text of the Normative Planning Law, which is 
based on provisions of the 1979 Constitutional Reform: 


Draft Normative Planning Law: Explaining the methods of coordination 
among economic and social forces in planning agencies and the 
procedures for drawing up the Economic and Social Development Plan 
mentioned in Article 80 of the National Constitution. 20 July 1980 
Version. 


The Congress of Colombia Decrees: 


Chapter I: Objective and Content of the Plan 
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Article I: The main objectives of the National Economic and Social 
Development Plan are to indicate national goals, to establish sector 
and regional priorities and to authorize investment programs to spur 
national and regional development in the economic and social spheres. 
The plan will contain a general part and a programming part. 

Article II: The general part of the plan will consist mainly of: 


a) A general assessment of the economy, the social situation and its 
main sectors; 


b) The national aims of the plan; 
c) The goals and priorities of government action; 
d) The formulation of policies and strategies for overall development; 


e) Reconciling the goals of the plan with economic policy objectives 
in general and with fiscal and monetary policy in particular; 


f) The scope of investments to spur national and regional development 
in the economic and social spheres; 


g) The proportional role that the various sectors of the economy and 
of society will have in the plan. 


Article III: The programming part of the plan will consist of: 
a) Determining the funds and the financing that the plan will require; 


b) Indicating the legal and institutional means, systems and 
instruments that the plan requires; 


c) Detailing the plan's sector policies and programs; 


d) Determining how the national budget will translate the goals, 
objectives and priorities of the plan into appropriations, within 
the context of economic policy in general and fiscal policy in 
particular. 


e) Indicating the methods, means and instruments whereby national 
planning will be linked and coordinated with sector, regional, 
municipal, district or metropolitan planning. 


Chapter II: Planning Agencies 


Article IV: The president of the republic is the number one director 
of national planning and will perform this function through the 
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National Planning Department and the National Economic and Social 
Policy Council (CONPES), in consultation and cooperation with the 
the ministries and the Council of Ministers. 





Article V: The government's national planning agencies are the National 
Planning Department and the National Economic and Social Policy 
Council. 


Article VI: The Commission of the Plan will undertake initial debate 
on the proposed plan law and will monitor its enforcement and the 
course and results of government.expenditures. 


Chapter LILI: Procedures for Formulating and Approving the Pla. 


Article VII: The proposed plan law will be the culmination of a 
process with the following steps: 


a) The president of the republic and CONPES, counseled by the 
ministers and the Council of Ministers, will indicate the guidelines 
and criteria based on which the National Planning Department will 
proceed to direct and coordinate the studies needed to draft the 
plan, whether just its general part, its programming part or both. 


b) In accordance with the guidelines set forth by the president of the 
republic and based on the sector reports and analyses drawn up by the 
ministries and with prior consultation with the finance minister 
concerning the relevant general, fiscal and financial limitations, 

the head of the National Planning Department will submit for CONPES 
consideration a document on the objectives of economic policy and on 
the goals of the Economic and Social Development Plan. This document 
will be entitled "General Document Reconciling Economic Policy and 

the Objectives of Development." 


c) Once the president of the republic and CONPES have approved the 
"General Document Reconciling Economic Policy and the Objectives of 
Development ," the respective ministries and the National Planning 
Department will proceed to draw up sector plans and policies based on 
specific documents that CONPES will approve for each case and as 
general guides. 


d) These sector plans and policies will be subjected to discussion 
and analysis by the Coordination Commissions referred to in Chapter IV. 


e) Once the Coordination Commissions have completed the consultation 
stage, CONPES will examine the sector plans and policies and 
reconcile them with economic, fiscal and financial policy so that 
they can subsequently be included in the proposed plan law. 
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Article VIII: The head of the National Planning Department will argue 
for the proposed plan law before the Commission of the Plan, 


Article IX: Any amendment inserted during legislative debate in the 
draft plan or in the laws having a bearing on its application and 
that entails an economic burden on the state or that alters the 
inventory of resources provided for in its programming part, requires 
the prior approval of the National Planning Department and CONPES as 
planning agencies. 


Chapter IV: Methods of Coordination 


Article X: The Coordination Commissions will be the main mechanism to 
assure the involvement of the various economic and social forces in 
formulating the plan. They will analyze both the plan's general 
guidelines and the sector plans and policies, in accordance with the 
procedure stipulated in Article 7 of this bill. 





Article XI: With prior recommendations from CONPES, the president of 
the republic will set up Coordination Commissions, whose number, 
areas of concern and makcup will be determined in accordance with the 
general guidelines of the plan and the studies, analyses and 
investigations that the National P)anning Department deems necessary. 
The Coordination Commissions will be chaired by the corresponding 
ministers, and serving on them, in addition to economic and social 
forces, will be the finance minister and the head of the National 
Planning Department. 


Article XII: Regional Coordination Commissions can be organized, or 
regions can be given a role on the Coordination Commissions. 


Article XIII: The following are the functions of the Coordination 
Commissions: 


a) To discuss and analyze the sector plans and policies drafted by 
the respective ministries and the National Planning Department, as 
pointed out in Article 7. 


b) To prepare and submit reports, studies and recommendations in 
connection with the issues that fall within the areas of concern of 
the individual commissions. 


c) To submit reports on the governmental studies and proposals that 
are brought before them for their consideration and that are part of 
the first draft of the plan. 


d) To suggest changes in and additions to the announced plans and the 
sector policies submitted to them for consideration. 
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Chapter V: The Plan and the National Budget 

Article XIV: The national budget must translate the priorities, goals 
and objectives of the plan into appropriations, within the framework 
of economic policy in general and fiscal policy in particular. 

Article XV: Budgetary and treasury expenditures will accord preference 
to the priorities of the plan, within the framework of monetary and 
financial policy. 

Chapter VI: National, Regional and Municipal Planning 

Article XVI: The following mechanisms, among others, will be utilized 
for linking and coordinating national planning and regional, municipal, 


district or metropolitan planning: 


a) The departmental, municipal, district or metropolitan planning 
offices; 


b) The investment programs of the Autonomous Regional Corporations; 
c) Specific investment projects. 


Article XVII: This law will be in force from the time of its 


promulgation. 
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COSTA RICA 


FORMER CENTRAL BANK PRESIDENT DISCUSSES ECONOMIC SITUATION 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 16 Aug 80 p 12A 


[Text] Guillermo Gonzalez Truque, the former president of the Central 
Bank, has asserted that since 8 May 1978 individuals who have refused to 
respect the decisions that the people made at the last election have 
planned and orchestrated a campaign of "the big lie’ against the 
government. 


He added that the individuals behind this campaign are bent on making 
it impossible for the government to act, by promoting the idea that 
everything was just marvelous under the previous administration and 
that under the present administration the economy and the colon have 
gone into a major tailspin. 


The following is Gonzalez Truque's opinion on the economic crisis that 
the country is experiencing: 


"The announcements of an upcoming devaluation of our national currency, 
which have been repeatedly issued as part of this campaign, are 
designed solely to create mistrust and fear both among Costa Rican 
businessmen and foreign financial institutions, so that we eventually 
have a real monetary debacle. 


"In reality, this policy can be explained only as self-defense by an 
administration that continued the paternalistic approach that has 
prevailed since the 1960's and that has led to an excessive state role 
in the nation's productive structure, which will take several years of 
priority attention from more than one administration to correct. 


Economic Model 


"In pursuit of their plan, they began to talk about a change in the 
‘economic model,' knowing that this would bring a reaction from 
powerful pressure groups that think only about themselves and defend 
the handsome profits that the model furnishes them. It has now come 
out, to my surprise, that one of the panegyrists of the model is 

Mr Fernando Naranjo; it surprises me because back in 1963 the Congress 
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of Central American Economists, held in Guatemala, unanimously 
condemned the economic model around which our region's integration 
procese wae structured, 


"lL have acknowledged in the above statements that there is a 

structural problem in the economy, caused both by the model in question 
and by the financial and fiscal policies that were begun in 1970, These 
facts were indirectly admitted by Dr Naranjo in his addrese to the 
Congress of Induatrialiste that wae held a bit more than 2 montha ago 
under the auspices of the industrialists’ chamber. 


“Therefore, | do not feign ignorance of the current situation, Modesty 
aside, IL am quite familiar with it. What I cannot accept, however, is 
when people, demonstrating obvious irresponsibility, point to an 
alleged economic disaster and place the blame for it on the current 
administration, which has barely begun its term of office. Hence, we 
can assume that the individuals who are doing this are familiar with 
the real estructural changes that I previously referred to and are 
determined to absolve the two previous administrations of the 
tremendous responsibility that they bear in this regard. 


"Ina purely political move directed against the nation's higher 
interests, they have created a thick smoke screen around the past 
process of economic distortion, in an attempt to prevent the party 
that lost the last election from losing prestige and to preserve the 
privileges of those who benefit from the obsolete model. 


"To point up once again this matter of the ‘big lie’ (1 am referring, 
of course, to the attempt to saddle this administration with the blame 
that belongs to others), I am going to comment on some parts of the 
latest public address by my esteemed colleague Dr Fernando Naranjo. 

I will try to be concise and I will take as my source the publications 
of the Central Bank of Costa Rica. 


"Mr Naranjo says: '...for the first time in this decade, we Costa 
Ricans have not improved our economic situation for 2 years in a row.' 


"Mr Naranjo surely knows, however, that the gross domestic product (GDP) 
increased in 1978 and 1979 at an average annual rate, in real terms, 

of 4.8 percent, which is very close indeed to the average of the 
previous 4 years. 


“If we estimate that the population has increased by 2.4 percent, we 
can 6 that there has been a considerable improvement in the 
economic situation of Costa Ricans, especially if we bear in mind the 
difficult conditions that prevail throughout the world. As a point 
of reference, we should remember that this year the U.S. economy is 
expected to show a recession of around two percent. 





Favorable Results 


"If we take the GDP price deflator ae a very representative indicator 
of price ehifte (inflation, in this case), we can see very favorable 
resulte for thie administration and, of course, highly damaging 
results for the previous one, Let ue take a look at what thie price 
deflator shows us, in contrast to what Dr Naranjo states, Between 
1974 and 1977 the index was up 109,24 percent, while in 1978 and 1979 
it rose 18,48 percent. In other words, the forces of inflation have 
diminished considerably inp the last 2 years, compared to the extremely 
high ratee that prevailed under the previous administration, 


"There ie another fact about prices that we ought to emphasize, because 
it has been ignored by the authorities and overlooked by my 
distinguished colleague Dr Naranjo. This has to do with the impact 
that the policies based on the integration model and government action 
since 1970 are having on the Costa Rican diet; thie is one of the causes 
of the social instability that the country is experiencing. The GDP 
price deflator generated by agriculture (which has the most impact on 
the family budget) showed a rate of increase of 182.2 percent during 
the 4 years of the previous administration and only 5.82 percent in 

the 2 years of this one. There is a very good reason for this: despite 
everything that is being said, the authorities practically abandoned 
agriculture from 1974 to 1977, and although agricultural bank loans 
were ‘made available,’ sector statistics show that they were granted 
amid obvious political interference and cronyism. (This is the main 
cause of the bank loan freeze that is prompting so many problems. ) 


"What is more, the output of the agricultural and livestock sector's 
most important items, which is measured in metric tons (bananas, cocoa, 
coffee, sugar cane, beef cattle, hogs, rice, corn, beans and sorghum), 
went from 4,021,590 metric tone in 1973 to 4,125,354 metric tons in 
1977, an increase of jusc 2.83 percent over the 4 years of the previous 
administration. The output of the same iteme hit 4,269,954 metric 

tons in 1979, a 2.77 percent rise in just 2 years, practically equal 

to the increase over the previous 4. This phenomenon was also 

visible in the sector's GDP figures, which showed a real rate of 
increase of 4.03 percent during the 4 years from 1973 to 1977; this 
also proves that this sector suffered a striking decline during the 
period, 


"In contrast, the increase over the last 2 years was 5.52 percent; in 
other words, there has been a much greater rise in these 2 years than 
in the previous 4, 


“Why then did Me Naranjo say in his latest speech that ‘we have not 
improved our economic situation” (a statement that I have proven to be 
incorrect) and why didn't he acknowledge that agriculture, the 
national economy's most important primary production sector, 








deteriorated appreciably under the previous administration, which 
had a considerable negative impact on the real income of all Costa 
Ricane? 


"The agricultural situation has had serious repercussions on our 
balance of payments, another item in the sad legacy that this 
administration received, Importe, which accounted for 26.8 percent 
of total supply in 1973, rose in relative importance to 30,3 percent 
in 1977, In other words, thanks to the previous administration's 
efforts in agriculture and livestock, we now meet more of our needs 
with imports than in 1973, 


Funds 


"Mr Naranjo says that in financing the government, the banks have been 
left ‘without funds to meet the needs of the private sector.’ Forgive 
me, Mr Naranjo, but thie is not true. In the firet place, we should 
realize, without overlooking the major vice involved, that the bulk 

of the government's expenditures are being financed through the 
printing of money, which the Central Bank transfers to commercial 
banks so that they can buy government securities. We can see what 

the facts are from the statistics on bank loans (which are different 
from investments in bonds, the system used to finance the government). 
These loans increased from 7.3038 billion colones in December 1977 to 
10.8104 billion at the close of 1979, an average yearly increase of 

24 percent, which is quite sufficient to provide for somewhat more 
than the normal rise in private sector credit requirements. This 
figure is not, of course, comparable to the financial euphoria of 

the previous 4 years, with their average annual rise of 41.5 percent, 
which is the cause of many of the serious liquidity, balance of 
payments and structural problems now besetting the nation's economy. 


"Finally, Central Bank figures also show that total government 
expenditures rose from 1.8654 billion colones in 1973 to 4.5655 

billion in 1977, an average yearly increase of 36.19 percent. During 
the 2 years of the current administration this rate has dropped to 26.43 
percent. We must acknowledge the effort that this administration has 
made in this regard, because I do not think that anyone could believe 
that the governmental machinery created under the previous 
administration, with that kind of rate of expansion, could be totally 
dismantled overnight. 


"A drastic cutback on government programs, which is possible only in 
the areas in which we have discretionary authority, could trigger 
serious problems, particularly in connection with unemployment. The 
adjustments can only be undertaken gradually, and therefore we can 
describe as very gratifying the falloff in the rate of expenditure 
increase from 36.19 percent a year during the 4 previous years to 
26.43 percent over the last 2 fiscal years. 
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"I want Co emphasize that it is not wise to continue bombarding the 
national economy and the colon, particularly in the case of those who, 
on account of their profession, are fully aware of our current probleme, 
For the good of Costa Rica we should all set about seeking appropriate 
solutions, while putting aside purely political interests, so that we 
can discuss things objectively and patriotically and thue work out a 
strategy and a program that can correct disadvantageous trends and 
structures and thue enhance the general well-being of all Costa Ricans. 


"Meanwhile, I want to close the door on thie matter so a8 not to pave 
the way for further speeches in the campaign of the ‘big lie,’ 
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COSTA RICA 


FORMER DIC CHIEF TESTIFIES AGAINST ARMS TRAFFICKLI'G PAYMENTS 


San Jose LA REP’ BLICA in Spanish 17 Aug 80 p 8 


[Text] The former chief of operations at the Directorate of Criminal 
Investigations (DIC), Maj Mario Fallas Madrigal, has categorically 
denied the charge that he was involved in alleged payments for arms 
and ammunition brought to Costa Rica in connection with the Sandinist 


war. 


Fallas gave his testimony to a team of agents from the Judicial 
Investigation Agency (OI1J) who are in charge of clarifying the case of 
arms smuggling from Costa Rica to other Central American countries. 


The former official stated that "during one of the EXACO [expansion 
unknown] flights (I don't remember exactly which one) that we were 
constantly taking at night from the El Pelon de la Altura Estate 
(Guanacaste), a group of about 12 boys, including Omar Redondo, Parajeles, 
Morales, ‘Venticuatrito,' Mario Murillo, Danilo Arias, Carlos Arias, 
Orlando Cambronero, William Alvarado and two government officials who 
were working with the Military Police at the time, plus some others 
whom I don't remember, told me that we were waiting for a plane that 
was bringing in arms and a group of foreigners. They immediately 
boarded a cattle truck and were kept out of sight. Mr Orlando 
Cambronero then told me that they were mercenaries from Cuba and that 
several of them had seen Mr Elio Espinar delivering a package, 
apparently with money, to Maj Willie Azofeifa, the superior officer, 
as the two were standing under the wing of a small plane." 


"Since this group of boys told me to look into what was happening, I 
reported to Colonel Marti and explained to him what the boys had told 
me, and I asked him to please clear this up for me because I wasn't 
going to get involved in any ‘dirty business,’ and if they didn't 
explain to me what was going on, then I would forget about the whole 
thing. 


"This annoyed me a lot because we were coming from the mountains, 
where we were having a rough time. 
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"lL aleo asked Mer Willie Agofeifa about the situation, and he told me 
that he had asked Mr Elio Eepinar if he could change a 1,000 colon bill 
for hin," 


Pallas went on to say with regard to the alleged payment: 


"When [| called thie fellow Duarte into my office to question him about 

what the Arias brothers had told me, he even told me that once when he 

was driving Major Polini's vehicle, in which Major Polini and the Arias 
brothere were aleo riding, they kept talking about thie business of 

the money. 


"He immediately called Secretary Orlando Canbronero, who took down a 
atatement from him. Then I arrived and asked them to read me the 
statement, which also made mention of Colonel Marti and Mr Willie 
Azofeifa, 


"At no point in the statement was I mentioned. Somehow Mr Willie 
Azofeifa got wind of the statement and he summoned Colonel Marti, me, 
Mr Carlos Arias and Mr Danilo Arias. 


"We spent 5 hours in Mr Willie Azofeifa's waiting room, but he didn't 

see us. On that occasion I told Colonel Marti in front of the Arias broth- 
ers that we were there because a fellow had made a statement that 

the two of them had seen or been told that money had been given to 

Willie and the colonel at the Llano Grande Airport. 


"They asked me to bring that person around so that they could tell him 
to his face that they had never said or commented that. I asked 
Colonel Marti to please bring in Major Polini, who was the one who had 
reported this directly to Mr Guillermo Vidal at the Public Security 
Ministry. 


"The statements relating to this affair were filed «t the office on 
Base Eight where I file all of my papers. 


"The person in charge of my files and the only person who was familiar 
with and classified the investigations was Mr Orlando Cambronero, who 
also drafted the reports and filed them." 


Question: After the triumph of the Nicaraguan Revolution, Mr Eden 
Pastora is said to have apparently arrived at Base Eight and to have 
given some money and the promise of courtesy trips to Nicaragua, as 
well as a Fal rifle to each of the officials who had helped the 
Sandinists. You are said to have subsequently traveled to Parismina 
to check on investigations that your subordinates wore doing. .You 

were allegedly carrying a lot of money, which you spent lavishly, 
giving each one of the investigators working in the area 100 colones. 
Would you please indicate whether all or part of this ev-* et is true. 
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Anewer' “Ae far ae Mr Eden Pastora ie concerned, I had the opportunity 
to speak to him onee at the El Hacha Eetate and again at Base Bight, 
as he was leaving for who knows where, It ia untrue that Mr Eden 
Pastora ever gave me anything at all, nor am 1 aware that he gave 
anything to anyone elee, It ia true, however, that the fellow who is 
now the Nicaraguan minister of social restoration told ue that they 
were eventually going to invite all of the boys at Base Eight to spend 
some time in Nicaragua, Nonetheless, we are etill awaiting that 
invitation,” 


At the close of hie etatement, Fallas called on the OLlJ to summon 
Major Polini, Mr Duarte, Mr Danilo Arias and Mr Carlos Arias to testify 
in connection with the arme affair. 
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GUATEMALA 


PAPER COMMENTS ON BRITISH MINISTER RIDLEY'S VISIT 
Guatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 12 Aug 80 p 2 
(Commentary: "Practical and Honorable Solutions Regarding Belize?" ] 


[Text] As we were saying yesterday, it is impossible to divorce British 
Minister of State for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Nicholas Ridley's 
visit from Guatemala's long-standing territorial claim to Belize. Actually, 
the ister of state refused to answer questions upon arriving at the La 
Aurora Airport, limiting his words to a statement of his pleasure at visiting 
our country. He indicated that his visit was in return for that which Foreign 
Minister Castilio Valdes made to London. However, tomorrow he will give a 
press conference, to which he has invited the British consul. 


Despite the pressures we referred to earlier, and the intricate maneuvering 
with which Price has managed to stay at the helm of a party which yesterday 
was simply Guatemala's friend (and which later turned its back on us when 

it was no longer in our power to satisfy its political ambitions); despite 
the neocolonialist designs Great Britain has had and still has in the Carib- 
bean; not only is our desire to regain our territory perfectly legitimate, 
but both sides have entered into an honorable commitment to seek and support 
an equally honorable settlement. Such a settlement would solve the historic 
dispute once and for all, and would furthermore allow us to cultivate more 
frank and useful relations between Guatemala and Great Britain, It would 
also take into consideration and satisfy the aspirations--also legit imate-- 
of the people of Belize, 


Politically speaking, they say, the goal of the British is a satisfactory 
result; it is that pragmatic and realistic point of view which seems to 

offer possibilities for a final solution, or for a gradual solution in 
successive stages, since it is not easy to change things abruptly or radi- 
cally. The mirages have been seen, in our opinion, by those who have promoted 
the peaceful and civilized alternative of negotiations (which are still viable). 
The talks, in their successive cycles, have advanced on the basis of three 
considerations which we feel are nonnegotiable positions for both sides: 

1) Great Britain recognizes Guatemala's territorial claim and feels obligated 
and is willing to seek an honorable and equitable solution; 2) Guatemala 
admits that within its territory a particular cultural-ethnic group has formed 
and, despite the fact that pluralism is possible in other regions today, due 
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to human uniqueness (and in the case of the Beligans the similarities with 

the neutigos of our northern population are obvious, so integration is very 
likely , no one intends to ignore the individual personality of groups whose 
large numbers mean that more autonomy should be granted, as in the traditional 
"fuero” systems 3) An objective view of the problem, regardless of the polit- 
{eal anditionsa of the moment and interests which have become entrenched or 
have even taken priority over legitimate and authentic local and regional 
interests, seeks to develop 4@ realistic and humanistic approach. Such an 
approach would foous attention and direct goals toward the integrated devel- 
opment of the entire region and the population that lives there, 


We recall, incidentally, that during the talks held in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

& realistic and practical solution was about to be reached; all discussion 

‘f questions of sovereignty were suspended for a prudent period of time, as 
Was any mention of promoting the joint development of Belize and H Peten, 

We could say that one ethical reason for this was the fact that our northern 
department was left isolated and backwards when England usurped our territory, 
and perhaps this would be a fair way--maybe the only way~-to repair the 
damage and to lend a moral aspect to the bilateral aid or cooperation, 


When Belize is mentioned, Anglophiles and politicians interested in milking 
the situation for all it's worth, stress the Spanish concessions of the eigh- 
+eenth century, even though there was an express clause reserving sovereignty. 
They fail to recall, however, that there were definite limits, and they 

are too embarrassed to mention the depredations beyond those limits, and 

the subsequent aggression, all of which would have been legitimized by the 
Anglo-Guatemalan Convention of 1859 if that agreement had not been violated 
and therefore made invalid. Therefore it is absurd that not only are they 
trying to deprive Guatemala of its territorial rights, but also the clamor- 
ous voters of the unilaterally politicized sessions of the United Nations 
have assumed the right of the people of Belize to territorial integrity. 
George Price is peddling that merchandise to certain governments, seeking 
support for a plan that would leave us “skiing on the Bay of Amatique.” 


The people of Guatemala are asking themselves if such designs can be conceived 
by an upright, civilized mind. Do they really want to leave us forever with- 
out our own feasible access to the sea, without a territorial sea? Once Price 
affirmed that he desired the independence of Belize, but he also desired 
friendship with Guatemala and was not averse to recognizing the development 
needs of El Peten. He even whispered about small formulas, but later he 
returned to the party forum to spout intransigent and overblown positions. 

He has found support only among leaders who are interested in gaining influence 
with Belige for their own direct benefit, or for that of other, powerful nations. 


We believe that the alternative of negotiations will reach a point of con- 
fluence, and perhaps Mr Ridley sees it that way too and will cooperate in 
the search for an acceptable, honorable solution, hopefully with formulas 
of friendship and cooperation. 
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GUATEMALA 


DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL BROADCASTING, TELEVISION DISCHARGED 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 13 Aug 80 p 20 


[Text] lt was officially reported yesterday that newsman Mario Monterroso 
has been discharged from his position as director of national radiobroad- 
casting and television because of his clash with private advertising and 
radio organizations but not because he went to Russia for the Olympic Games, 


When questioned on the subject, the minister of communications and public 
works, Otto Arnoldo Block, said that Monterroso Miron's removal was a 
routine action ordered by the president of the republic. 


He said: "I feel that with the new director, newsman Victor Manuel 
Chinchilla, we will have better harmony with members of private advertising 
and radio organizations operating in the country. These relations were not 
good because of Monterroso Miron's attitude." 


In the Secretariat of Public Relations 


The Secretariat of Public Relations informed us that this official had not 
been dismissed because he had traveled to Russia but because of mistakes 
in the service and discourtesy vis-a-vis the public. 


Our source said: "The government of the republic, which firmly maintains 
a democratic system, guarantees the freedom of movement of every individual 
so that he can travel to any country he wishes. 


"President Lucas," he emphasized, “also did not at any time call upon the 
Olympic Games Committee to refrain from participating in the Olympics in 
Moscow, in spite of foreign pressure. 


"The president respected the decision of the Olympic Committee and even 
more so that of private individuals," the spokesman emphasized. "You can 
be assured that Monterroso Miron was discharged from his position for many 
irregularities in the service and not for having traveled to Russia." 


The spokesman said: "Recently, in various communications media, paid ads 
were published in which radiobroadcasting and advertising organizations 
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called upon Minister Otto Arnaldo Block to pay greater attention to his 
problems, namely, those involving the director of national radiobroadcasting." 


"The decision to dismiss newsman Monterroso was made long before he traveled 
to Moscow,” the spokesman concluded, 
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NICARAGUA 


PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO DECIDE ON ELECTIONS DEBATED 

Government Decision Hailed 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 5 Aug 80 p 2 
[Article by Cesar Vivas Rojas] 


[Text] The national clamor for the setting of an election date is the 
finest praise that the current provisional government of national 
reconstruction could receive from Nicaraguans. 


It is the finest praise because by so clamoring, we Nicaraguans are 
showing that we have faith in the government's honesty and its 
ability to guarantee free and above-board elections. 


With this clamoring we are giving the temporary government the 
opportunity to be the first one in our country's entire history to 
offer the people a chance to elect their leader, a right that previous 
governments have always denied. 


Staging free and honest elections will be the finest tribute to Sandino, 
whose sense of nationalism unquestionably included insuring his fellow 
countrymen the inalienable right to elect their government. This 

would be the finest homage to the memory of this patriot, who was an 
enemy of any kind of interventionism. 


It is no little thing to go down in history as the first and, so far, 
the only party to hold free and honest elections, without the super- 
vision of anyone not legitimately Nicaraguan. 


It would be an unpre: ‘« ted accomplishment and, as we have said, would 
establish the spons ( ‘tation as genuine patriots. 
On account of all this, «© one can understand why some members of the 


government are ruffled by the talk of elections and, assuming an 
unseemly arrogant stand, say that elections will be held when the 
government wants them to, hurling their words like a challenge to the 
people's obvious wishes. 





Furthermore, if the Sandinists are in the majority, as their leaders 
proclaim, why delay the opportunity to legitimize their government 
through the ballot box? 


In conclusion, every time that some officials refer to the call for 
elections, they say that they (the elections) will not be bought with 
pork tamales or rum (which nobody wants), nor will they be like the 
ones that we have known, They are thus suggesting that a new system 
will be used. In that case, it would be a good idea for them to 
disclose what it is like, who invented it and how it will be carried 
out. 


People Should Choose 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 5 Aug 80 p 2 
[Article by Mario Alfaro Alvarado] 


[Text] In categorical radio statements Dr Moises Hassan has countered 
COSEP's [Higher Council of Private Enterprise] call for elections. 

To quote Dr Hassan: “I want to give you the most absolute assurances 
on behalf of our Government Junta and on behalf of our National 
Directorate that there will be elections here in this country only 
when the Sandinist People's Revolution so wishes, and these elections 
will take the form that the Sandinist People's Revolution wishes." 


Although these statements are quite clear and reflect the Sandinist 
Government's intention to hold elections when and how it wishes, they 
are, however, open to interpretation in determining precisely whether 
it will be the Nicaraguan people or the Sandinist movement that 
decides on the elections. 


Let us start with the following. In speaking on behalf of the 
Government Junta and the National Directorate (of the Sandinist Front) 
and asserting that "there will be elections when the Sandinist 
People's Revolution wishes," Dr Hassan is putting together a three- 
pronged political unit: the Government Junta-the Sandinist Front~-‘he 
Sandinist People's Revolution, to which he attributes the decision, 

as expressed by the verb "to wish," to hold of its own accord the 
elections that the Nicaraguan people are calling for. ("To wish" 
means "to have the will or the desire to do something.") 


Now then, let us take an individual look at the nature of each of the 
elements with which Dr Hassan has put together the political unit on 
whose sole wishes the elections depend. 


The Government Junta is provisional. The prolog to the Government 
Program states as much: "This Government Program will be carried out 
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during the temporary period of national reconstruction..." The 
provisional nature of the Government Junta was alsw established by 
virtue of the specific mission that the program set for its 
administrative efforts. Paragraph |.] of the program clearly 
stipulates: "The necessary legislation shall be promulgated for the 
organization of a system of real democracy...that ‘ully guarantees the 
right of all Nicaraguans to political partic: pation and universal 
suffrage..." In other words, there is a designated end to the 
administrative efforts of the Government Junta. 


The end will come when Nicaraguans participate politically and 
exercise universal suffrage 


The Sandinist Front has proclaimed itself the vanguard of the revolution. 
vanguard means something that goes in front. In other words, a 

vanguard is part of a whole that is called a revolution. Therefore, 

a part can in no way consider itself the entire whole. 


The Sandinist Front's exclusive status ("exclusive" means "that which 
excludes or has the power to exclude; unique, sole") was set forth in 
Decree No 67 of 20 September 1979, which states: "The use of the 
designation 'Sandinist' is reserved exclusively for the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front and for the civic-labor aad any other 
organizations that the front organizes or that join it under its 
direction..." 


Thus, since there are large sectors of the population that are not 
part of the front in any of the forms specified in the decree, they 
lie, in point of fact, outside the limits comprising the "Sandinist 
designation." This means that not all Nicaraeuvans are Sandinists 
and, therefore, that Sandinism represents only a faction, a segment 
of the Nicaraguan people 


The last element in Dr Hassan's trio, the "Sandinist People's 
Revolution,’ is a contradiction because it describes the revolution 
both as “of the people” and as “Sandinist," which under Decree No 67 
is a term of exclusion, inasmuch as the use of the designation 
"Sandinist" “is reserved exclusively for the Sandinist Front." 


To recapitulate: Neither the Government Junta, nor the Sandinist 
Front, nor the "Sandinist People's Revolution" can decide of their own 
accord, together or separately, when and how elections elections 

ought to be held in Nicaragua. The only ones who can decide that are 
the Nicaraguan people, who are the indisputable owners of their own 
revolution. 


Elsewhere in his statements Dr Hassan asserted: "We are not going to 
announce elections here until we feel that we are prepared for elections. 





When do Dr Hassan and the Sandinist Government think that the country 
will be prepared for electiona? What prerequisites have to be met 

to consider that the country is ready for elections? Who determines 
the importance of the elections, to decide whether they should or 
should not be held? Our leaders should voice their opinions in this 
regard, 


The Nicaraguan people did not fight just to expel the Somoza 
dictatorship; they aleo fought and will continue to fight so that 
free, secret and guarenteed elections are eventually held in 
Nicaragua a8 a necessary prior step towards establishing a true 
democracy. 


What the people are now demanding is that a date be set for them to 
go to the polls and that the Sandinist Government fulfill ite pledge 
to national and international public opinion. There will be time 
later to decide in a consensus of the people what the elections will 
be like, 
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NICARAGUA 


MEANING OF DEMOCRACY, NEED FOR ELECTIONS DISCUSSED 
Reply to BARRICADA Editorial 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish * Aug 80 p 2 


[Article by Humberto Belli P.: "Democracy, Power of thc Party, by the 
People for the People?” (Letter to Heberto Incer M., author of 
"Elections, a Reactionary Fetish")] 


[Text] Dear Heberto: 


1 would like to talk with you about some of the ideas that you 
expressed in your BARRICADA article entitled "Elections, a Reactionary 
Fetish.” 1 do so a8 one more in the fruitful series of talks that we 
have about politics, socialiem and related topics over the last 13 
years. 


Let's begin by defining democracy. You define it “as a system under 
which political power is exercised by governments that create and 
utilize institutional inetrumente to enable them to carry out programs 
for the benefit of the masses." 


You then list a series of good things that this government has done for 
the masses, as evidence of its democratic nature, and you conclude by 
saying that the essence of democracy is to be found in orienting the 
new institutions towards the benefit of the people. 


Heberto, | think that your concept of democracy is incomplete and that 
it hae 4 strong paternalistic flavor. Your definition of democracy 

ie entirely compatible with the rule of a tyrant or benevolent father 
who does many good things for his people or his children, but without the 
people or the children really exercising power, which is the essence 
of democracy. In effect, you are saying that democracy is not power 
exercised by the people for the benefit of the people, but rather 
power exercised by the government for the benefit of the people. In 
other words, you are calling a system democratic because of its onds, 
not because of its origin or means. Your idea of democracy is, thus, 
incomplete. Etymologically, the word “democracy” comes from the roots 








“demos (people) and “eratos" (power): the power of the people, the 
definition being power of the people, by the people and for the people, 
It seeme that to you the most important thing is the “for,” 


The “for” is, of course, important, Without it there is no true 
democracy, and you are correct in asserting that if a government does 
not govern for the benefit of the working class, democracy does not 
exiet, But the “of” and the “by” are fundamental too, because 
otherwise we have the case that 1 mentioned to you before: the 
benevolent autocrat who gives his subjects bread, housing, cows and 
much love but who does not allow them to question him. Thies is far 
from being a democracy. What ia more, we could say that if the “by 
the people" does not function properly, sooner or later the "for" 
will not be possible either, because the only thing guaranteeing that 
in the long run the government is going to operate for the benefit of 
the masses, is if the masses control their government, 


A system that boasis of being democratic must seek ways of insuring 
not only that the government is run for the benefit of the masses but 
also that the government will always actually be subject to what the 
people want and decide. <A system becomes democratic to the extent 
that ite guidelines and rulers depend on the will of the people. 


if we agree on this first point, that in a democracy the “for” is as 
important as the “by,” we can move on to the second point. How to 
achieve it? How to see to it that power is really exercised for the 
people and by the people? And here we get into the issue of elections, 
as we ask: 


Can elections be an instrument of government by the people? Do 
elections contribute to domocracy? 


in analyzing your arguments against elections, I find one correct 
premise and one unjustified conclusion. The premise is: There are 
countries that hold elections (Guatemala, etc) but in which the 
elections are a delusion, a manipulation, a choice among the 
bourgeois, never the expression of the will of the people (I agree 
with this one hundred percent). But your conclusion is: Elections 
are of no use (so let's forget about this humbug and look for other 
ways of having government by the people). I think that here you are 
confusing falsification with what is falsified. 


If every time | ask for bread I am given rocks, I am not going to 
conclude: What awful bread! Instead, I am going to demand real bread. 
And it is important for us to get real bread. It is important to 
redeem the valuable significance that elections ought to have, 

because when purged of their deceits, elections can be an effective 
instrument of government by the people. 











in point of fact, elections leave it up to the people to judge who 
deserve to govern them, 


Governments in almost all nations boast of working exclusively for the 
good of the people. Leaders tend to think of themselves as good and 
indispensable, and political parties think that their platforms are 
the best, but how can we know whether they are really right? By 
aeking the people. And what is the best way to ask the people’ By 
giving them the chance to choose among the alternatives or individuals 
put before them and by devising procedures to calculate, as accurately 
and as free from interference as possible, how many people are in 
favor of one thing and how many are in favor of another. 


Towards the end of your article you bring up this possibility, contra- 
dicting sumewhat the title of your essay. You speak, however, of a 
new kind of election, mentioning processes that will lead to the 
“election of those who best represent the historic interests of the 
working clase, elections to choose the best among the good: the 
vanguard of the people's government." 


1 sincerely believe, Heberto, that such remarks ought to be clarified, 
because they lend themselves to abuse. I do not see clearly what you 
mean here. You are saying that we have to choose among the vanguard 
of the people's government, and I think that you see that vanguard as 
the Sandinist Front. Am I wrong then if I assume that as far as you 
are concerned, the good are the members of the FSLN [Sandinist National 
Liberation Front) and that what you are saying is that there will be 
elections to select the best of the various FSLN candidates? If that 
is the case, you are limiting the people's choice to one party and, 
therefore, you are curtailing their power. You might respond that 
that is not true because it is the FSLN that really represents the 
people. But if that is so, Heberto, isn't it up to the people them- 
selves to decide who their representatives are? Moreover, why are 

we going to prevent the people from voting for individuals who are 

not among the select group of the good? As a matter of fact, why are 
we going to prevent them from being able to choose between the good 
and the bad? Don't the sovereign people have the right to choose whom 
they wish? Or are the people leoked upon as a helpless child whose 
parents must safegurd him from poor choices? If the good are good and 
really represent che interests of the majority, why don't they want to 
compete with the bad? 


True Democracy Defined 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish !3 Aug 80 p 2 
[Article by Fabio Gadea Mantilla: “Democracy"] 


(Text) Those of us who fought for genuine democracy and who have spent 
our entire lives hoping that elections would be held in Nicaragua in 
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which we could really vote, have an obligation to remind people of 
certain core issues, because today we are seeing dangerous trends 
toward rejecting the very idea of elections, 


Let me begin by saying that no one wants Somoga-style elections, bought 
with rum and pork tamales. We fought precisely to get rid of this 

kind of election forever, But the fact that Somoga vitiated the spirit 
of elections and manhandled the concept of democracy must not prevent 
ue trom redeeming these essential political virtues, 


One often heare political talk to the effect that Nicaragua is now 
forging a true democracy. We agree. We want it to forge a genuine 
democracy. We should, nevertheless, come to an agreement on a 
definition of the term, because some understand democracy to be one 
thing while others of us understand it to be something else. 


There are those who think that democracy means getting together a group 
of 50 persons in a town square and shouting to them: Do you want so-and- 
80 a8 a member of this town's junta? And the “masses” answer in 

unison: Yes. And so-and-so is appointed, 


There are those who think that a democracy can erect an ignominious 
wall around itself to prevent ite citizens from leaving; such is the 
case of the German "Democratic" Republic. There are those who say 
that Cuba is a democracy, but no election has ever been staged there, 
and whether you like it or not, Fidel is a dictator who has been in 
power for 2! years. 


When we speak of democracy, we are speaking in earnest about something 
that is really serious and important. We are talking about the true 
source of power. We are talking about the personal, individual, 
secret and orderly expression of our entire society. And in order 

for this to come about, it is indispensable that there be free and 
honest elections with secret balloting and with the counsel and 
guidance of friendly democratic nations that wish to help us. We do 
not doubt that when elections are held, our literate people will be 
able to decide their own destiny for the first time in their history, 
in a thoughtful manner and without being bought. 


In add.tion to requiring a truly free election, democracy also requires 
that the interests of the state not be jumbled with the interests of 
the ruling party or of any other party. In addition, a legitimate 
democracy must include a closed-ended presidential term and the 
guarantee that more than one party can hold power. 


This is the democracy that we Nicaraguans want. This is the democracy 
towards which we want to move, precisely to honor the memory of our 





heroes and martyre who were never able to see a free election, It is 
an infantile argument to say that when we are asking for a date for 
elections we are seeking to repeat the hateful and subservient 
elections of the past, inasmuch as the election law itself could 
stipulate the appropriate controle to rectify the electioneering 
distortions that have done such damage to us. We are not demanding 
that promises allegedly made to COSEP [Higher Council of Private 
Enterprise] be kept. It is not a question of keeping a commitment 
made to private enterprise. It is a question of undertaking a 
supremely beautiful revolutionary project, on whose example the 
future of Latin America will depend. We believe in our heroic 
guerrillas who signed the initial program of the National Government 
Plan, which clearly calle for free elections, We believe that their 
concept of democracy is the one in which these elections are to be 
held, not the other concept, that of democracies with ignominious 
walls. Thus, if we agree on our definition of democracy...why not 
get a date? 
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NICARAGUA 


[LMPORTANCE OF NONALINED NEWS AGENCIES MEETING DISCUSSED 
Junta Member Ramirez’ Speech 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 19 Aug 80 p 3 


Speech by Comrade Sergio Ramirez, member of the Government Junta, at 
the opening of the Fifth Meeting of the Coordinating Committee of News 
Agencies of Nonalined countries, date not specified 


| Text) To Nicaragua, as a nonalined country, the holding of this meeting rep- 
resents not only a distinction, but a commitment as well. Nicaragua is, with- 
out question, committed to the battle being waged in the world to develop and 
strengthen an international reporting system for poor countries, so as to 

make our peoples’ right to publicize their situation and to assert their 

truth a reality. 


The poor countries, the abandoned countries and those on the fringes, the 
peoples who have been colonized, impoverished and despoiled by imperialism, 
those on whom the mother country's political models have been imposed, and 
who have been inflexibly assigned a role of producers of raw materials with 
which to enhance the capitalist countries’ opportunities for development, 
are the ones now writing their own history, with a need to disseminate it: 
the history of the great oppressed majorities, who are anxiously seeking 
their liberation, carrying out their popular revolutions, eliminating the 
last vestiges of colonial power, defying the imperialist dominant models 
and establishing their own models. 


The poor peoples are bringing a new type of authenticity into the world, 
demanding an authentic form of independence and sovereignty, and basing 

their strength on political models which are, of necessity, popular models. 
The new, genuine democracy is rooted in the masses, and in the masses’ poten- 
tial for organization to exercise their power and defend it. In Africa, Asia 
and Latin America, the struggle for progress, common welfare and independence 
has often endured the ordeal of fire of armed struggle, as in the case of 
Nicaragua. Owing to the destruction of the oppressing power, the interme- 
diary of foreign power, and the liberation of a people at the end of a vic- 
torious feat, it has also brought about the weakening of a worldwide system 
of domination. 
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The Struggie tor Revolutionary Truth and Justice in World Reporting 


Through this etruggle and ite consequences, the dominators' ideological weap- 
ons are also weapons of death. While fighting to break their chains or to 
consolidate their independent models of soclety, after liberation has been 
won, the peoples and their vanguards are attacked with impunity to weaken and 
isolate them, to distort their conquests, to put them on the defensive and to 
prevent future progress, Not only are we countries in a estate of revolution 
aware o: this strategy of encirclement and annihiliation in world reporting, 
but we have accepted the challenge, From this acquisition of awareness and 
thie willingness to struggle there has arisen within the nonalined countries 
a vital need to create and support their own pool of news agencies. Some 

may think that we are engaged in an unequal, futile struggle, because,in the 
area of international reporting, those who control the news market are more 
than powerful, But we are not by any means isolating this struggle, which 

is a struggle on behalf of truth, involving the entire international context 
of the assertion of the poor countries’ independence, a difficult and revo- 
lutionary task, but one which embodies the contradiction between oppression 
and liberation, and which the strength and determination of our peoples 
demand to be carried out as an historical necessity. In this very sensitive 
realm of international reporting, just as in the area of political positions 
and the creation of economic fronts, we nonalined countries, we countries 
struggling for a new world order of justice and independence, have the truth 
on our side; and we are fighting armed with a unity which must become increas- 
ingly strengthened. To skeptics, truth and justice are perhaps only rather 
ineffective moral weapons against the financial power and infinite resources 
of the multinational agencies. But, in recent decades, wherein the world 

has observed gigantic advancement of the popular forces in the world, defeat- 
ing the colonialist and imperialist powers in unequal struggles, we emerging 
countries have been, primarily,armed with righteousness, truth and justice; 
and without those weapons, the others, which have defended that very right- 
eousness, truth and justice in war, would have been useless. And there is 

no doubt that, for the nonalined countries, the war for reporting, and for 
justice in reporting, is a real war; and we must accept it as such. 


Nicaragua Prepares for the War of Reporting 


This is a struggle which requires intelligence, persistence and determina- 
tion. We have been involved in it and, immediately after the revolutionary 
victory, we organized our NEW NICARAGUAN AGENCY as evidence of our determi-' 
nation to participate in this front of solidarity. Because, also immediate- 
ly after the victory, and even while our Sandinist people were constructing 
their victory, stone by stone, and with countless difficulties and sacri- 
fices, we found out what lies, deceit, misrepresentation and harassment were. 
A series of maneuvers on the international level cropped up against our tri- 
umphant popular plan, to weaken it and to rob us of our victory. And there 
also appeared, in the irreversible death throes of the dictatorship, the 
phenomenon that other peoples had also experienced upon becoming liberated: 
Although the imperialists had been defeated in the diplomatic realm, and 
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althouga their plan to veplace the dictatorship had failed, the weapons of 
imperialist reporting were to be aimed at our country, and the press agen- 
cles were to start chanting their lies in chorus, through their teletype 
machines, 


Since tren, we have begun waging a war on two fronts: to uphold the prin- 
ciples of the revolution, to promote its conquests and to demonstrate its 
popular truth on the international level, with the generous assistance of 
press agencies and news media of fraternal countries belonging to this pool 
of nonalined countries; and also to wage our internal war against the ideo- 
logical h.rassment of the sectors ousted from positions of political domina- 
tion, For in the past, the reporting in Nicaragua was marked by the owners' 
control of the news media, and the dissemination of ideas, newspapers, tele- 
vision stations, radio broadcasting and advertising agencies. 


The Revolut ind the New Order for Reporting in Nicaragua 


The revoluti 48 created in Nicaragua a new order for reporting, related 
not only to the change of hands for a large portion of the news media, but 
also to the founding of a different morality, and a popular ethic for commu- 
nication. 


The provisional law on news media, which we regard as a model on the conti- 
nent, did away with many of the evils of the old order. But even earlier, the 
old perverted and vitiated journalism had collapsed under the weight of the 
revolutionary change which was beginning to make a drastic change in the 
features of the nation and the structure of the entire society; the red pages 
extolling crime and glorifying vice, displaying full-size photos of pick- 
pocketing children with worn clothes and unshod feet, with the mockery of 
yellow ‘ournalism had disappeared; as had the society pages, filled with. 
photos showing disgraceful affluence, and even the anticommunist comic strips 
and cartoons. For the first time in the history of the republic, our press 
law stated that women could not be used as an object of sexual advertising; 
and that was one of the moral changes made by our revolution. 


Television, which had been run as the least imaginative and most uninspired 

of businesses, in an inane and alienating fashion, was to go into the hands 

of the people, not only because it was being removed from its former owners, 
linked to the dictatorship, but also because the right to inform and to form 
through television had been converted into an inalienable right of the peo- 

ple,and ceased being a business forever. 


Radio, moreover, also won its right to participate in the revolution, a 
right for which the honest radio journalists had fought for ages against 

the wishes of many station owners, who curtailed the free right of report- 
ing, pressured by the dictatorship, or by their own interests. And, with 

the change, we also managed to win a more conscientious, more responsible 
and more revolutionary radio journalism, despite the obstacles from the past, 





which ave still visible. And it is also a conquest that journalists have 
achieved unity, joining together with revolutionary inspiration in the Union 
of Nicaraguan Journaliste, 


The Essential Struggle Le Between the New and the Old Society 


Upon constructing a new journalism, we have gained a new type of reporting, 
which takes the objective values of every political and social event into 
consideration; which applies a new scale of values for assessing the impor- 
tance of the news, a8 opposed to what is superfluous, banal and subjective; 
which agrees that work creating wealth, organization, the arousing of a popu- 
lar conselousness, and the accomplishments of the revolution are news; and 
which accepts the fact that the critical approaches necessary to the sound- 
ness of the process should be constructive approaches. However, we cannot 

‘aim, despite the major portion of progress made in this direction, that 
che battle between the old and new order is not still in progress, and that 
the enemies of the revolution are not attempting to use many of the devices 
that we are striving in particuiar to eliminate, from the most subtle, con- 
cealed under the guise of a deceptive candor and a supposedly moralistic, 
idealistic or humanistic explanation of intentions, to outright lies and 
gross slander. 


But we are aware that this is not only a confrontation between a new and an 
Old journalism, but rather between a new and an old society. While we are 
striving to establish new values and a new consciousness, those entrenched 
in the obscurity of the past are appealing to their old consciousness and 
their old values, which are now incomptabile with the new history. And 
this is because there is arising not only a new order of ideological liber- 
ty, but also a new social order, and a new dynamics brought about by the 
masses’ participation and the popular nature of the revolution; for the 
people, upon assuming the responsibility for history, have appeared armed 
with new values and new concepts, which are those of the future, and which 
will be useful and necessary for the construction of the future. 


Freedom of the Press Was Won in the Insurrection 


The Sandinist popular revolution and the revolutionary government guarantee 
freedom of the press, from a revolutionary standpoint, in this new order. 
To be sure, ours is not the concept of freedom of the press of the IAPA 
{Inter-American Press Association], the AIR [Inter-American Radio and Tele- 
vision Association] or other business owning groups, but rather the freedom 
of the press won by the popular insurrection. The guarantee of freedom of 
the press in our fatherland now is not a guarantee for freedom of enterprise, 
because reporting can no longer be a business, conceived according to the 
rules of the free market. And, although it is true that the freedom of the 
revolutionary press guarantees the voice of a minority, which is becoming 
increasingly more of a minority, to oppose the revolutionary plan, in an 
attempt to replace it with its own reactionary plan, it is also true that 





the revolution first guarantees freedom of the press to those who never had 
4 press before except under the worst conditions of ideological repression, 
Now there is full, unrestricted freedom of the press for the large majori- 
ties, and for the active masses who, for the first time in the history ot 
Nicaragua, are becoming headlined on the first page, with the conquest of 
their demands, and the organization of their cooperatives, their production 
collective groups and their trade unions. Health, literacy and the battle 
for housing are becoming news. And they are also defending their political 
rights, which are now real rights and not constitutional lies, 


The Ideological Snares of the Reactionaries 


But, of course, it would be childish to accept the game as a merely super- 
ficial matter, when we know that the challenge is against the entire poli- 
tical plan for transformation; because the ideological snares, the concerted 
distortions made of the revolutionary truth, and the concealed or visible 
attacks on the revolution and its conquests are intended only to soften 
conditions so as to continue the offensive, which seeks solely the defeat 
of the revolution, depending on the circumstances and the weaknesses that 
the revolution may offer. Because those who also indirectly lost the war 
in which the people defeated the Somoza regime want to apply their own old 
replacement schemes, and are disguising them now with high-sounding names 
such as free elections, hopefully with extra supervision, alternate holding 
of power, apolitical status of the Armed Forces, the reduction of the San- 
dinist Front's role to that of an electioneering political party, and the 
dissolution of the mass organizations. As if the revolution were a balloon 
that could be deflated with a jab! 


This same press, intent upon holding back history,cannot understand that, 
once the people take charge of a plan for change, it is impossible to dis- 
rupt. Our Sandinist popular revolution has an historical quality, that is 
irreversible insofar as its consequences are concerned. It cannot be re- 
versed either by making use of the grossest anticommunism, by using fear 

of changes as a weapon for catching the unwary, by showing us every day the 
alleged failures of other revolutions, by threatening us with the loss of 
an abstract liberty which has only become concrete when it made some richer 
and others poorer, nor by raising that specter so useful to totalitarianism 
and its chains, that the revolution can be overthrown. It cannot even be 
intimidated. 


But, although the intention or the risk of internal destabilization through 
reporting that is ideologically manipulated against the revolution, from with- 
in, is obvious, there are even more critical elements related to our country's 
surroundings and threats to the consolidation of our revolutionary process in 
the news manipulated from outside, which has repercussions inside. 








Manipulation of News: an Excuse for External Aggression 


We shall cite just one example: In connection with the incidents which are 
occurring in a country as close to ours as El Salvador, where, as everyone 
realizes, a difficult armed struggle is being waged, and we Nicaraguans are 
not the ones who selected the nature of that struggle, a manipulation has 
begun, through certain North American newspapers and international news agen- 
cles, of reports from alleged United States intelligence sources attempting 
to associate our country with the trafficking of arms destined for the Sal- 
vadoran insurgent organizations, Mention has even been made of Soviet ships, 
and other lies of the same sort have been told, 


In view of that evil act, as irresponsible as it is risky, which may only 
have been an attempt to create an excuse for future aggression against our 
fatherland and to justify plans for armed intervention in the region, it is 
incumbent on us to call the attention of all the Nicaraguan news media, with- 
out exception, to the seriousness which such a campaign implies, so that, 

for the sake of the nation's security and stability, these attempts can be 
repulsed, if we can appeal to patriotism and to the repugnance that we think 
any threat, whether concealed or latent, on our sovereignty and on the right 
to independence which we have won at such a high price should evoke among 

all Nicaraguans. 


We also call upon our friends from the pool here present, called to this 
meeting of news agencies of nonalined countries, to repudiate these lies; 
because we have no doubt that, in the face of this type of manipulation and 
slander, the efficacy of unity and the efficacy of our effort to create an 
international order for reporting, must be proven. 
The government of national reconstruction wishes to convey to you, through 
me, our warmest welcome to our free fatherland, and to tell you that our 
people are proud and gratified at your presence in this country. 
Long live the Sandinist National Liberation Front! 
Long live the movement of nonalined nations! 
Long live the Union of Nicaraguan Journalists! 
Free fatherland, or death! 

Editorial Comment 


Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 20 Aug 80 p 3 


[Article by Oswaldo Zuniga: "The Significance of the Fifth Meeting of the 
Nonalined Pool"] 


[Text] The convening of the Fifth Meeting of the Heads of News Agencies of 
Countries Affiliated With the Nonalined Movement has assumed major importance 
for our country and our people. 





The contact by the fraternal agencies with the national reality made it pos- 
sible to publicize, through the nonalined pool, the tasks which our people 
are percorming at present to emerge from poverty and underdevelopment, the 
battle chat we are waging for our economic and journalistic independence, 
and our real problems, 


Nicaragua's inclusion in this movement and pool of agencies will enable Nica- 
raguan journalists to intensify relations, exchange views, arrange exchanges 
and establish bonds of mutual cooperation and assistance between Nicaragua 
and the other countries in the movement. 


This means that everything important which occurs here will be publicized to 
the rest of the pool, not from the distorting viewpoint of the imperialist 
news agencies, but rather from the standpoint of the interests of our people, 


Lt will make it possible to inform the world about the achievements of the 
Sandinist revolution, and to counter the "disinformation" released by the 
capitalist news agencies; and it will make our people recipients of the 
revolutionary experiences of other peoples. From this standpoint, news 
media cease to be a tool of imperialism against peoples, and become genuine 
means of communication and exchange of revolutionary views among those who 
are battling against the common enemy. And it is very important for Nica- 
ragua to learn about the experiences in anti-imperialist struggle of other 
peoples, and about the way in which they are opposing the enemy at present. 


The Nicaraguan people, who have personally suffered from imperialist inter- 
vention, and who are the victims of lies and misrepresentation, should be 
pleased with the holding of this important meeting, and should be confident 
that the resolutions from this conclave will be helpful in our struggle 
against the big imperialist news agencies. 


The native journalists, our people and our vanguard, the revolutionary gov- 
ernment, have taken a big step in creating the New Nicaragua International 
News Agency, to disseminate to the world the revolutionary truth of our 
process. This has also been demonstrated by the creation of the new inter- 
national order for reporting, as a measure required by the people to inforin 
and be informed in accordance with their interests; and that is a victory 
which has been won since the conquest of our sovereignty. 


We must check the.disinforming maneuvers of the imperialists, and the native 
journalists must be prepared to perform this important task. 


We know that the capitalist agencies have all the technological development 
available to them. But we nonalined countries must respond with our unity, 
with mutual aid, with cooperation, determination and courage, and also with 
professional improvement, and technical, political and ideological improve- 
ment as well. The struggle will be long and hard, but as greater degrees of 
unity are attainedamong the native journalists and among the nonalined jour-. 
nalists and news agencies, we shall make the enemy lose ground. 
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NICARAGUA 


ROLE OF AGLITATLON, PROPAGANDA IN REVOLUTION EXPLAINED 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 6 Jul 80 p 3 


[Reprint from the editorial published in issue No 34 of the weekly PODER 
SANDINISTA: "Agitation and Propaganda: Concepts") 


[Text] I 


l. Propaganda is understood to mean the dissemination of revolutionary 
theory, the exhaustive explanation of the role of the working class as the 
vanguard of the revolution, the theory of class struggle, the principles 
of the program and the tactics of the revolutionary party. Agitation is 
directed toward practical problems, uses concrete examples, relates them 
to the working class struggle and mobilizes the masses for carrying out 
the immediate tasks of the revolution, 


2. Propaganda explains theory, relating it to the phenomena of social life, 
Agitation, in turn, closely coordinated with propaganda, addresses itself 

to the policies of the party and of the working class, and is specialized 

in every aspect of its activity. 


3. The purpose of propaganda is to provide man with conceptual theoretical 
knowledge so that he can interpret correctly the phenomena which surround 
him, allowing him to act on them; agitation complements the teaching of 
propaganda, giving direction to the practical activity of man. 


"If propaganda is the weapon par excellence for the education of the masses 
in the revolutionary concept of the world, agitation is the weapon par 
excellence for the education of the masses in revolutionary activity." 


LI 


In conclusion: What is the purpose of propaganda and agitation in the 
process of realizing revolutionary ideas in life? 


Both are called upon to convince the workers of the justice of revolution- 
ary theory. But within this general scheme there are specific differences. 
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Party propaganda explains revolutionary theory. Ite task is to arm the 
workers with vanguard ideas and to give them a scientific concept of the 


wor] 


The sphere of political agitation ise narrower, It only clarifies the 
party's policy; in other words, not the theory in all its aspects, but 

only those ideas which set forth the taske presented by the revolutionary 
vanguard, Outside of the political line of the party there is no agitation. 


To make a further distinction: Propajusda explains the entire policy of 


the vanguard, tactics as well as strategy. Political agitation has to do 
above all with tactics, 


9204 
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NICARAGUA 


CUBA'S OFFICIAL ORGAN 'GRANMA' CALLED 'BORING' 
Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 4 Jul 80 p 2 
[Article by Rionsito] 


(Text) GRANMA is two things: It is Cuba's principal newspaper and it is 
the official organ of the Communist Party of Cuba. But it is also a third 
thing; it de one of the world's most boring newspapers. 


If the reader does not believe me, | invite him to try it. Read it, read 
it if you can, 


In the first place you will find a depressing typographical arrangement: 
pallid pages full of small, tightly packed and badly distributed letters 
(but of course you know that this is due to the blockade). Then you find 
reports which are always much the same: 1) The phenomenal, incredible 
achievements of the revolution. You will read figures and more figures, 
plans which are being carried out, hospitals which are being inaugurated, 
milk which is being produced, workers who are outstripping one another 

and so forth. In everything you will find an air of triumph from which 

so called "self-criticiem" is pretty much absent, Fidel Castro may 
recognize that there is a sea of difficulties to be faced. But it is hard 
to find that sea in GRANMA's ocean of triumphs. 2) Further on you will 
find more and more attacks on the CIA and on imperialism. You will find 
out about the CIA's sinister maneuvers to poison the Angolan children; 

you will see a cartoon about Carter and you will read in great detail about 
the somber capitalist economic situation. 3) You will finally find a 
hodgepodge of international news in which there is an abundance of stories 
about the outrages against human rights which are being committed in other 
countries--but not in Cuba itself or in other socialist countries--and 
feature articles about Cuba's athletic and artistic triumphs. Interspersed 
in all this you will be able to see (not read) page after page of some 
speech or communique, offensive to the eyes and the patience of readers such 
as [| (who have not become socially conscious and who have that bourgeois 
preference for the flavorful). 
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Le was with good reason that Cortagar told Fidel that GRANMA is very bad, 
to which Fidel replied: “stay here and help us," as though he did not 
have people on his island and as though Cortagar was a masochist, 


We have one consolation when we read GRANMA:; All Nicaraguan newspapers are 
better than GRANMA. Our BARRICADA, for example, far outatrips it in cover- 
age, flexibility, typography, presentation and content. But one discon- 
certing thought remains: There are many Nicaraguans who have a Malinche 
complex, who believe that everything from abroad is better and try to 
imitate everything. Let there be no mistake, it te here that they should 
come to learn. 


9204 
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SURINAME 


ARRESTS TO FORESTALL LEFTIST COUNTERCOUP LN SURINAME 
lhe Hague ALGEMEEN NEDERLANDS PERSBUREAU in English 16 Aug 80 pp 1, 2 


| Text The Hague, August L5=--Army and government in Surinam, where the 

president was ousted yesterday, announced today that a former prime min- 
ister and two ex-chairmen of the semi-official national military council 
had been arrested, 


A statement by the national information service, carried by the SURINAM 
NEWS AGENCY (SNA) and monitored here, said they had been taken into 'pro- 
tective custody’ to prevent them carrying out a counter-coup. It accused 
them of fostering contacts with left-wing extremists abroad. 


Among those detained was Mr Henck Arron, prime minister from independence 
in November 1975 until a coup staged by junior army officers on February 25 
this year. He was arrested soon after the military seized power but was 
reported to have been released recently. 


SNA said that former military council chairmen Badresein Sital and Charles 
Mijnals had also been arrested. The council has been supervising the work 
of a cabinet of professional people and technocrats which took office in 
March under the leadership of Prime Minister Henk Chin A Sen. 


(he agency accused the trio of having ‘subordinated national interests to 
all sorts of adventurous and opportunist aspirations. ' 


Certain people had been re-arrested ‘in connection with subversive 
activities which could have endangered the security of the country and the 
people,’ it added. 


It did not elaborate on this charge but said that several members of the 
parliament which had served during Mr Arron's term of office were among 
those detained. 


New Covernment 


fhe agency said that Dr Chin A Sen, appointed by the army yesterday as 
successor to deposed President Johan Ferrier, 70, would combine the post 
with that of prime minister. 
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fomether with the army command, Dr Chin A Sen had formed a civilian 
cabinet which would replace one which stepped down following President 
Verrier's enforced resignation, it said, 


lhe cabinet, reduced in size from 16 to 11 ministers, contains nine mem- 
bers of the previous administration, One of the two newcomers is Dr A.R, 
Haakmat, who becomes deputy premier and minister of justice, army and 
police, and foreign afftaira. 


SNA said chat Dr Chin A Sen would be sworn in as president later today 
by the country's chief judge in the government offices in the capital of 
Paramaribo, 


After the ceremony, the new president would inspect a guard of honour on 
the city's independence square and chair the first meeting of the new 
cabinet. 


fhe Surinam information service said the army and government had the 
situation completely under control, ‘thanks to preventive arrests which 
averted a possible counter-coup. ' 


lt issued a series of regulations decreed by army and government leaders 
under a state of emergency declared yesterday. A dusk-to-dawn curfew 
has been imposed and the constitution suspended indefinitely. 


The service, quoted by SNA, said assemblies of more than two people were 
bannec. Even sports events could only take place with the prior permis- 
sion of the military police, and the press ‘will be guided in its work.' 
it was forbidden to leave the country without permission. 


List of Ministers 


Of the new cabinet, only Dr Haakmat and Finance Minister M.J.B. Chehin 
were not in the previous administration. 


The full list of ministers published by SNA today: 


President, prime minister and minister of general affairs--Dr Henk Chin 
A Sen: 

Deputy prime minister, minister of justice, army and police, foreign 
affairs=--Dr A. R. Haakmat; 

Minister of finance, economic affairs--M,J.B. Chehin; 

Minister of agriculture, livestock, fisheries and forestry--Dr A.H. van Dijk; 
Minister of reconstruction--Dr H.S. Adhin; 

Minister of interior affairs and district administration F. Leeflang; 
Minister of public works and transport--M.N. Ataoellah; 

Minister of education--H.H. Rusland; 

Minister of social affairs and housing--Mrs S.G. Power; 

Minister of youth affairs, sport and culture--R.A. Kamperveen; 

Minister of labour and public health--H.L. Illes. 
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SURINAME 


NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT REGRETS FERRIER'S RESIGNATION 
The Hague ALGEMEEN NEDERLANDS PERSBUREAU in English 16 Aug 80 p 2 


‘Text| The Hague, August 15--The Netherlands government ‘deeply regrets' 
the resignation of Surinam President Johan Ferrier, the foreign ministry 
said in a statement today. 


it said that the government had great respect for the way in which Dr 
Ferrier had carried out his constitutional duties. 


lhe government hoped the constitution would soon be back in force and 
that Surinam would return to a parliamentary democracy. 


The full text of the statement was as follows: 


‘Since the government has only received scant information, especially due 
to disrupted communications with Surinam, it must confine itself to a 
provisional reaction on events. 


"Subject to this reservation it may be said that the recent events are an 
internal Surinam affair and that great reticence is therefore required. 


‘Moreover the government still knows insufficient to be in a position to 
issess what has happened. [as published] 


‘The government hopes that the constitution may soon become operative 
again and that Surinam will manage to refind the road to the functioning 
of a parliamentary democracy. 


‘The government deeply regrets that Dr Ferrier has stepped back as presi- 


dent of the republic. It expresses its great appreciation of the way in 
which Dr Ferrier has fulfilled his constitutional role.' 


CSO: 3120 
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NEW SURINAME HEAD TAKES OATH OF OFFICE 
lhe Hague ALGEMEEN NEDERLANDS PERSBUREAU in English 18 Aug 80 pp 1, 2 


[Text The Hague, August 18--Prime Minister Henk Chin A Sen has been 
formally sworn in as president of the former Dutch colony of Surinam, the 
SURINAM NEWS AGENCY (SNA) reported on Saturday. 


The ceremony in the court of justice in the South American country's capi- 
tal ot Paramaribo crowned a meteoric rise in the career of the 43-year-old 
specialist in internal medicine. 


Dr Chin A Sen had little political experience before he was appointed pre- 
mier in March by a group of junior army officers who had staged a success- 
ful coup the previous month against the civilian cabinet of Prime Minister 
Henk Arron, 


Army leaders forced the resignation of Dr Johan Ferrier, president of 
Surinam since independence in 1975, earlier last week, apparently because 
he wanted parliament to resume its normal duties quicker than the military 
did. 


SNA said that Dr Chin A Sen, who will combine the post of president with 
that of prime minister, was sworn in on Friday night by the president of 
the court of justice, Mr F.L. Ramdat Misier, in the presence of members of 
the diplomatic corps and army commanders. 


Guard of Honour 


After taking the oath as head of state he received the chains of office 
and inspected a guard of honour in the city's independence square. 


Dr Chin A Sen's new cabinet, which replaced one which stepped down follow- 
ing President Ferrier's resignation, was also sworn in, the agency, moni- 
tored here, said. 


The new administration has 11 members, five fewer than the previous cabinet. 
Only two members of the old cabinet are not in the new one. [sentence as 
published] 








Government and army in the bauxite=producing state announced on Friday 
that Mr Arron ond two former chairmen of the semi-official national mili- 
tary council, which has been supervising the work of the civilian admin- 
latration since February, had been arrested to stop them carrying out a 
counter=coup, 


in a reference to this in his acceptance speech, Dr Chin A Sen said a few 
people ‘had been repeatedly trying to torpedo the government's plans. The 
army's strong action called a halt to that.' 


Airport Reopened 


‘he international airport at Zanderij, closed on Thursday following the 
resignation of President Ferrier, was reopened for foreign nationals on 
Friday evening but holders of Surinam passports were not allowed to leave 
the country until 5.30 p.m. on Saturday. 


he situation in Surinam was reported by the wife of Mr E. Wijntuin, 
chairman of the Surinam parliament, in a telephone conversation with ANP 
as quiet. She said her husband was not home and had not been restricted 
in his movements. 


The following prominent politicians were known to her from TV reports to 
have been arrested: former prime minister Henck Arron, members of parlia- 
ment Nooitmeer and Rodgers, Mr Essed, a member of the Netherlands-Surinam 
development cooperation committee (cons) and Mr Phijm. 


More arrests were reported but former opposition leader J. Lachmon was not 
mong them, she added, 





SURINAME 


SURINAME, NETHERLANDS TO RESUME TALKS 14 SEPTEMBER 
FL281450 Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 24 Aug 80 p 1 


[Excerpt] Paramaribo, Suriname, 23 Aug (CANA)--Development aid talks be- 
tween Suriname and Holland are scheduled to resume here September 14, when a 
mixed commission will be meeting, according to Suriname's Prime Minister- 
President, Dr. Henck Chin-a-sen. 


Protessor Van Dam, chairman of the commission, has already arrived here to 
prepare an agenda for the talks, which follow a breakdown in negotiations 
last July between the past rulers of this former colony and the Suriname 
Government. 


The Suriname members of the mixed commission are Dr. Andre Haakmat, now min- 
ister of foreign affairs, justice and police, Dr. Sorojdeosing, and Dr. R. 
Ferrier, chairman of the West Suriname Development Project. 


Dr. Henck Chin-a-sen said there will be no discussion on "inflation-proof 
aid," a subject which resulted in the breakdown of discussions between him- 
self and the Dutch development aid minister, Jan de Koning. 


Dr. Chin-a-sen expressed optimism at the outcome of the forthcoming talks 
and described as a “hot love" the relations between Holland and Suriname. 
He said both Holland and Suriname need each other. 


"Holland wants to see Suriname develop so that the 160,000 Surinamers now 
resident there could return home," he said. 


"On the other hand, Suriname was very much in need of foreign aid for the 
development of the country and it would like to have its nationals return 


home, especially those with skills to put them at the disposal of the 
government,'' Dr. Chin-a-sen said. 
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VENEZUELA 


BRLEFS 


SEARCH FOR GUERRLLLA GROUPS=-EL DLARLO DE CARACAS has revealed that Vene- 
zuelan Army and security forces are pursuing guerrilla groups of the Red 
‘lag organization which has not participated in the so-called pacification 
policy of the government of Luis Herrera Campins. The paper says that large 
contingents of troops are thoroughly combing the rural areas in the states 
ot Sucre, Monagas and Anzoategui. At the same time, the intelligence ser- 
vices are carrving out many raids in the main towns of the area. [Text] 
(PA231329 Havana [International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 23 Aug 80] 


WORKERS TAKE OVER HOSPITAL=--The social security hospital facilities in 
Guaraguao and Puerto la Cruz were taken over by 120 workers of the Vencemos 
Company, in Pertigalete, Anzoategui State. The workers took over the facili- 
ties because the company suspended their social security benefits even though 
they are paying for them. [Text] [PA221827 Caracas Radio Rumbos in Spanish 
100 GMT 21 Aug 80] 


[STS CONDEMN HERRERA--A joint declaration by Venezuelan leftist parties 
ndemns President Luis Herrera Campins' government's unlimited support for 
| Salvador's Christian Democratic junta in opposition to the feelings of the 


Jenezuelan people. [Text] [PA232014 Havana International Service in Spanish 
1 RO) cM 3 A. nad ) 
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